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Preface

The present work represents a study of a single linguistic construction, namely,
multiple interrogatives (e.g. ‘Who bought what?’) from several perspectives: syntax,
semantics and acquisition. It is a common understanding in linguistics that in
order to understand the nature of a linguistic construction, one must consider its
syntactic and semantic properties, as well as how children acquire those properties.
However, it is rarely done in a single study. This monograph provides exactly this
type of a study of multiple interrogatives, exploring their structure, meaning, and
the algorithm for how children acquire these expressions across languages.

Portions of the earlier versions of this work were presented at various
conferences, such as the Boston University Conference on Language Development
(BUCLD), Chicago Linguistic Society (CLS), Formal Approaches to Slavic
Lingusitics (FASL), and West Coast Conference on Formal Linguistics (WCCFL),
whose audiences I thank for their insightful comments and discussion. Many
thanks also go to Howard Lasnik and Zeljko Boskovi¢ for many helpful discussions
and continuous inspiration by their own work. I am also grateful to the students
in my Contemporary Syntax class at Baylor University for their invaluable feed-
back and encouragement. Many very helpful comments and suggestions also came
from the editors at John Benjamins, so I am thankful to them for working with me
on this project. Any remaining shortcomings obviously remain with the author.

Many thanks go to all the informants for the data on all the languages
discussed in this book: Tatiana Grebenyova, Irina Belokonova and Nina Kazanina
(Russian), Ivona Kucerova (Czech), Zeliko Boskovi¢, Pavle Doroslovacki and
Sandra Stjepanovi¢ (Serbo-Croatian), Blagovest Mitov and Mariana Lambova
(Bulgarian), Barbara Citko (Polish), Tomo Fujii (Japanese), Silke Urban (German),
Kjartan Ottosson (Icelandic), Scott Fults and Sarah Rude (English).

I am also indebted to all the people who assisted me in the acquisition
experiments: Kimberly Bobbitt, Tatiana Grebenyova, Rosmin Mathew, Utako
Minai, Lisa Pear and Amanda Swenson. Without their help, this work would not
be possible. I also thank all the children, teachers and administrators at the Kerala
School in New Delhi, India, the Day Care Center #6 in Voronezh, Russia, and the
Piper Child Development Center in Waco, TX, for their hospitality during the
experiments.

Last, but not least, I thank my colleagues at the Department of English at
Baylor University for their encouraging input and support throughout my work
on the manuscript.
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