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Preface and acknowledgements

In recent years, linguistics has taken a strong empirical turn, i.e. experimental and

frequency-based approaches to language have been on the rise due to technologi-

cal developments and academic paradigm shifts. This book is an attempt to show

that one can now fruitfully reopen fundamental questions of generative grammar

which previously had to be left unanswered as empirical methodologies were not

yet sophisticated enough.

In the late eighties and early nineties of the past century, many linguists work-

ing on German took a great interest in subject/object asymmetries in long extrac-

tions, as it was hoped that new insights into German sentence structure could be

gained from this language data. By and by, it however became apparent that judge-

ments concerning the basic data pattern itself were highly controversial, and as a

consequence, the issue of extraction asymmetries was abandoned in German lin-

guistics. Since those days, new rigorous empirical methods have become available,

and it thus seemed worthwhile to readdress the conflicting data. Disentangling

the different factors that contribute to the assessment of the subject/object asym-

metries turned out to be an intricate challenge, and in the end, a whole study

programme arose from this goal.

My experiments were supported by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft as

part of the former collaborative research centre ‘Linguistic Data Structures’ at the

University of Tübingen, and they rest on the research centre’s pioneering work on

empirical linguistics.

I benefited from the helpfulness and experience of many of my colleagues, but

for reasons of space I can only mention the ones most directly involved with this

monograph.

First and foremost, I wish to thank my project leader Wolfgang Sternefeld

for his generous and wholehearted support. When unravelling how theories on

long extraction have evolved over the past decades, I have profited enormously

from Wolfgang’s impressive knowledge of both earlier and current developments

in generative grammar.

I would no less like to express my gratitude to Marga Reis, head of the research

centre, for taking such an active interest in my work. Some of the topics I exper-

imentally investigated directly relate back to her own linguistic research, and she

provided me with kind and insightful advice on countless occasions. Outside the
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research centre, I share many linguistic interests with Gisbert Fanselow, and I am

very grateful that he so willingly and helpfully got himself involved with my work.

Without doubt, the person who has had the biggest influence on my research

and on this book is Sam Featherston, my colleague in project A3. With his all-

embracing enthusiasm for linguistics and life, I see him as my role model not

only when it comes to proper experimental practice and academic writing, and

my gratitude extends to him.

Katrin Axel, Oliver Bott, Maria Melchiors, and Janina Radó deserve spe-

cial thanks as they readily dedicated their time and energy to discuss various

ideas in this book with me. Janina moreover did an excellent job in proof-

reading the final version of the manuscript. Further valued contributions were

made by Christian Fortmann, Nele Hartung-Schaidhammer, Andreas Konietzko,

Daniela Marzo, Doris Penka, Verena Rube, Manfred Sailer, Britta Stolterfoht, Birgit

Umbreit, Holger Wunsch and several anonymous reviewers. I truly appreciate ev-

erybody’s input, especially since it was often accompanied by profound personal

support.

I am furthermore indebted to Werner Abraham, Elly van Gelderen and Kees

Vaes for their assistance in preparing the manuscript for publication.

Closer to home, I wish to express my deep gratitude to my parents and family

as well as to my friends for their caring support. This book is dedicated with heart-

felt love and affection to Stephan, the most devoted and encouraging supporter I

have had throughout the years.
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