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Preface

�is volume is based on the workshop on Parenthetical Constructions, which was held as 
part of the 28th Annual Conference of the Deutsche Gesellscha
 für Sprachwissenscha
 
(DGfS), hosted by the University of Bielefeld in February 2006. �e aim of the workshop 
was to bring together prosodic, syntactic, semantic and pragmatic approaches to paren-
theticals in order to achieve a more comprehensive insight into this phenomenon than 
previously known, and to combine theoretical and empirical perspectives.

We would like to thank all participants of that workshop, the speakers for their pres-
entations and the audiences for their interest in the workshop and the stimulating and 
fruitful discussions of the questions raised in the course of the three workshop days.

We would like to take the opportunity to thank the following people for the time 
and expertise they contributed to the reviewing process: Peter Ackema, Dora Alex-
opoulou, Douglas Arnold, Nicolas Ballier, Dagmar Barth-Weingarten, Diane Blake-
more, Dirk Bury, Philippa Cook, Nigel Fabb, Werner Frey, Silke Hamann, Daniel Hole, 
Evelin Keizer, André Meinunger, Gerald Nelson, Karin Pittner, Marga Reis, Vieri 
Samek-Lodovici, Christoph Scheepers, Anna-Brita Stenström, Luka Szucsich, Mark 
de Vos, Michael Wagner, Anne Wichmann, and Yael Ziv.

We are also grateful to Werner Abraham and Elly van Gelderen and to John Ben-
jamins Publishing for the opportunity to publish this book in the Linguistics Today 
series, and to Kees Vaes for the editorial assistance.

�e workshop and book might not have been possible without research grant DE 
876/1 by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinscha
 (DFG) to Nicole Dehé, and the sup-
port of the Graduate School of University College London to Yordanka Kavalova.

Konstanz (Germany) & Oxford (UK), January 2007

Nicole Dehé & Yordanka Kavalova
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