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A project of the HoP type cannot be successfully started, let alone completed, with-
out the help of dozens, even hundreds of scholars. First of all, there are the authors 
themselves, who sometimes had to work under extreme conditions of time pressure. 
Further, most members of the IPrA Consultation Board have occasionally, and some 
repeatedly, been called upon to review contribu tions. Innumerable additional scholars 
were thanked in the initial versions of handbook entries. All this makes the Handbook 
of Pragmatics a truly joint endeavor by the pragmatics community world-wide. We are 
greatly indebted to you all. 

We do want to speci�cally mention the important contributions over the years 
of three scholars: the co-editors of the Manual and the �rst eight annual installments, 
Jan Blommaert and Chris Bulcaen were central to the realization of the project, and 
so was our editorial collaborator over the last four years, Eline Versluys. Our sincerest 
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