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PREFACE 

There are always a great many people behind the scenes who have been 

instrumental, at some stage of the project, in the successful completion of a book-

length volume such as this. Among the first that should be acknowledged is John 

Benjamins Publishing Company for producing the Creole Language Library series. 

Since Derek Bickerton is first and foremost a creolist (thus the title and content of 

this book), this series is the perfect forum in which to honor him with a festschrift. 

At Benjamins, we would particularly like to thank John and Claire Benjamins and 

Bert Jansen for the enthusiasm, interest and technical expertise with which they 

approved and guided this project, and Pieter Muysken, our general editor within 

the Creole Language Library series and also a contributor to this volume, for 

helpful comments and recommendations on the content and format of the various 

papers published here. 

In our concern at ensuring that this volume would contain topical and quality 

papers, we owe further debts of gratitude not only to the authors who sys­

tematically incorporated the various reviewers' comments and consistently strove 

to produce the best scholarship possible, but also to many others who contributed 

their considerable expertise and experienced judgment to the festschrift. These 

include Roger Anderson, Alexander Caskey, Julia Coll, Vincent Cooper, Chris 

Corne, Marta Dijkhoff, Walter Edwards, Marc Hansen, Esmé Hoban, John 

Rickford, Charlene Sato, Maria Sandoval, John Singler, Norval Smith, and 

Donald Winford. 

At Ohio University, Portsmouth, we would like to thank Judy England and 

Gail Thornton for their time and generous technical advice. 

At Shawnee State University, Ohio, which is Frank Byrne's home institution, 

we are grateful to numerous administrative and academic personnel for their en­

couragement and kind support of the project. These include: S.S.U. colleagues 

Kendall D'Andrade, J.L. Dillard, Robert Wilson and Carlson Yost; Pat Carson -

coordinator of S.S.U. publications; Elinda Boyles - Director of Personnel; James 

Flavin - past chair of the Division of Arts and Humanities; Jerry Holt, current 

chair; A. L. Addington - provost and academic vice-president; and Clive Veri -

president of the institution. W e are also extremely grateful to the secretarial staff 
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of the Division of Arts and Humanities for both undertaking the many small 

details which go into the successful completion of a published volume and help in 

manuscript preparation and correspondence. These include Marcia Tackett, the 

Division's highly capable office administrator, and secretaries Cheryl Brunner, 

Mariruth Evans, Paula Prose, Jane Lawson, and Leanne Timberlake. Deserving of 

special mention is Pamela Robirds, Frank Byrne's invaluable assistant and admin­

istrative secretary, for her dedication and efficiency. Without her, this book would 

not have been possible. 

Francis Byrne 
Thorn Huebner 
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