
Table of contents

Pages viii–ix of
Creole and Dialect Continua: Standard acquisition
processes in Belize and China (PRC)
Geneviève Escure
[Creole Language Library, 18] 1997. x, 307 pp.

© John Benjamins Publishing Company

This electronic file may not be altered in any way. For any reuse of this material written permission
should be obtained from the publishers or through the Copyright Clearance Center
(for USA: www.copyright.com).

For further information, please contact rights@benjamins.nl or consult our website at
benjamins.com/rights

John Benjamins Publishing Company

Creole Language Library

18

https://doi.org/10.1075/cll.18.toc

https://doi.org/10.1075/cll.18.toc
https://doi.org/10.1075/cll.18
https://doi.org/10.1075/cll.18
https://doi.org/10.1075/cll
https://www.copyright.com/
https://benjamins.com/rights


Contents 

Acknowledgments v 

I. Introduction: Developmental continua 1 

1. General issues in linguistic change 1 
2. Aspects of acquisitional studies 3 
3. The linguistic analysis of nonstandard dialects 10 

4. Creoles and noncreoles 18 

II. The Belizean speech community and the use of English 25 
1. Introduction to the history of Belize 25 
2. Ethnolinguistic composition and census data 28 

3. The language situation 36 
4. Focus on the Stann Creek district 43 
5. Conclusion 55 

III. Creole acroiects as innovations 57 
1. Radical creoles, postcreoles, and decreolization 57 
2. Acroiects and standard dialects: Social aspects 65 
3. Acroiects and standards: Linguistic aspects 73 
4. Conclusion 86 

IV. The interaction of syntax and pragmatics in acroiects: Topic marking 89 
1. Syntax and discourse features 89 
2. Types of topic strategies 94 
3. Distribution of topic strategies 103 
4. Comparison with American English 117 
5. Pragmatic aspects of syntax 120 
6. Conclusion 122 

V. Sociolinguistic perspectives on Chinese 125 
1. Chinese 125 
2. Aspects of the linguistic history of China 130 
3. Main subgroups of "Chinese" 135 
4. The reform of Mandarin: Guanhua, Guoyu, Putonghua 139 



CREOLE AND DIALECT CONTINUA ix 

5. Varieties of Mandarin outside Beijing: Wuhan 144 
6. Wu varieties and Suzhou Wu 146 
7. Conclusions 148 

VI. Topic mechanisms in Chinese: An overview 151 
1. Introduction 151 
2. Topic fronting 156 
3. Topic repetition 163 
4. Topic presentation 166 
5. Summary of topic strategies 182 

VII. Literary and colloquial Putonghua 185 
1. The Putonghua corpus: Methodology 185 
2. Literature and the Cultural Revolution: Two New Friends 188 
3. Literature after the Cultural Revolution: The Matchmaker 202 
4. Beijing colloquial Putonghua 209 
5. Overview of topic strategies in Beijing Putonghua 219 

VIII.Topic strategies in varieties of Putonghua as second dialects 223 
1. Introduction 223 
2. Putonghua spoken in Wuhan 224 
3. Comparison of Beijing and Wuhan Putonghua 239 
4. Wu Chinese 243 
5. Comparison of native and non-native varieties of Chinese 258 
6. Conclusions: Toward a universal view of topic processes 260 

IX. Conclusions: Pragmatic universals in second dialect acquisition 263 
1. Patterns of topic marking: Summary 263 
2. Topic marking in the Belizean continuum 265 
3. Patterns of topic marking in Chinese 271 
4. Dialect versus standard: Sociolinguistic universals 273 
5. Conclusions 285 
6. Postscript: Directions for education 286 

Bibliography 289 

Index 303 


	Table of contents
	Table of contents


