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Preface

Once again the Linguistic Symposium on Romance Languages brought
together a number of linguists from various European, Canadian, and
American Universities to share their findings and discuss their ideas about
a number of topics, theoretical frameworks, languages, and dialects. While
the present volume thus reflects a certain diversity of research interests, the
mission of the conference as defined by its founders in 1971 has remained
essentially unchanged — namely (in the words of Jean Casagrande), that of
“encouraging studies of and providing a forum for exchanges of ideas about
the area of linguistic research defined loosely as the intersection of current
theoretical thought and the Romance languages.” Testifying to the con-
tinued vitality of Romance linguistics and of the LSRL itself, the 1989 con-
ference attracted a number of young scholars in addition to a strong core of
established Romance linguists.

The Call for Papers for LSRL XIX brought in 82 abstracts, 31 of which
were accepted either for presentation at the conference or as alternates.
Selection was based on anonymous ratings from a panel of 12 evaluators,
whose expertise and insight are directly responsible for the high quality of
the papers read at the conference and appearing in the present volume:
Brian D. Joseph, John E. Joseph, Ellen Kaisse, Jirgen Klausenburger,
Shigeru Miyagawa, Jean-Pierre Y. Montreuil, Mineharu “J. J.” Nakayama,
Donna Jo Napoli, Rafael Nufiez Cedeiio, David Odden, Abigail Vicente,
and Dieter Wanner.

The symposium also featured three invited speakers whose contribu-
tions span different subfields of linguistic theory and of Romance lan-
guages: Gennaro Chierchia, Cornell University (semantics, Italian); Vio-
leta Demonte, Universidad Auténoma de Madrid (syntax, Spanish); and
Shana Poplack, University of Ottawa (sociolinguistics, French).

Contributing to the success of the conference were a number of people
who chaired sessions and stimulated discussion. In this regard we wish to
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thank Jon Amastae, William J. Ashby, Mary E. Beckman, Heles Con-
treras, David R. Dowty, Jirgen Klausenburger, Shigeru Miyagawa, Hilary
Sachs, Dieter Wanner, and Arnold M. Zwicky.

We also wish to express our appreciation to the following units at The
Ohio State University which generously allocated funds to cover the
expenses of the event: the College of Humanities, the Graduate School, the
Office of Research and Graduate Studies, the Department of Romance
Languages, the Office of Hispanic Student Programs, the University Center
for International Studies, and the Department of Linguistics.

Dieter Wanner was especially instrumental in providing priceless infor-
mation specific to the administration of LSRL, from help with our original
proposal in 1987 to preparation of these proceedings three years later.

For their tremendous energy and continued assistance, we must thank
Kutz Arrieta, Richard Danford, and David Todd, all of the new Depart-
ment of Spanish and Portuguese at Ohio State. Those who attended the
symposium will recall how they managed to keep practical matters (and us)
under control.

C.L&T. A M.
Columbus, Ohio
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