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On April 7-9, 1988 the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign hosted
the 18th Linguistic Symposium on Romance Languages (LSRL 18). The
preparation of the indexes to this volume has brought home to us just how
broad the range of topics and approaches was. Cited names range from
Abney to Zwicky, languages from Akkadian to Yazghulani concepts from
A-Chains to Zero-Level Categories. The quality of the presentations was
equally impressive, and the level of attendance was good evidence of that:
on a beautiful spring weekend few strayed away from the meeting rooms.

Such a conference takes many months of planning, and the successful
execution of those plans is due in large part to the work of Ms. Zoann
Branstine, who coordinated the student volunteers and attended to a
thousand other details and to Ms. Marita Romine, administrative secretary
of the Department of Spanish, Italian and Portuguese, who attended to the
bookkeeping, among many other tasks. We are also indebted to the readers
who helped us make the difficult selection of the program: Curtis Blaylock,
Paul Gaeng, James Harris, Gabriella Hermon, Henry Kahane, Michael
Kenstowicz, Maria Manoliu Manea, Donna Jo Napoli, Maria-Luisa Riv-
ero, Samuel N. Rosenberg and Douglas C. Walker. During the conference,
student helpers Ruthie Darling, Fenfang Hwu, Brian Imhoff, Jennifer
Jacobsen, Jeffery Kaze, Mary Ellen Kohn, Ronald Leow and José Luis
Sudrez assisted in innumerable ways. The conference would have been
impossible without their selfless efforts.

Such a conference also requires a considerable amount of money, over
and above the contributions of the registrants, and here we must thank the
generosity of the George A. Miller Endowment, which permitted us to
bring the distinguished German scholar Georg Bossong to campus, the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences of the University of Illinois, the Depart-
ments of Classics, French, Linguistics, Spanish, Italian and Portuguese, the
Division of English as an International Language, the Center for Latin
American and Caribbean Studies, the School of Humanities, and the Office
of International Programs and Studies. )
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Ronald Leow and Zoann Branstine. Special thanks go to Lynne Murphy
who made the final corrections on a very tight schedule. We must also
thank our wives, Brigitte Wanner and Jo Kibbee, for their support (and
patience) before, during and after the conference.
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