
Table of contents

Pages ix–xiii of
Tibeto-Burman Tonology: A Comparative Analysis
Alfons Weidert
[Current Issues in Linguistic Theory, 54] 1987. xvii, 512 pp.

© John Benjamins Publishing Company

This electronic file may not be altered in any way. For any reuse of this material written permission
should be obtained from the publishers or through the Copyright Clearance Center
(for USA: www.copyright.com).

For further information, please contact rights@benjamins.nl or consult our website at
benjamins.com/rights

John Benjamins Publishing Company

Current Issues in Linguistic Theory

54

https://doi.org/10.1075/cilt.54.toc

https://doi.org/10.1075/cilt.54.toc
https://doi.org/10.1075/cilt.54
https://doi.org/10.1075/cilt
https://www.copyright.com/
https://benjamins.com/rights


TABLE OF  CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT v 

LIST  OF  CHARTS XIV 

ABBREVIATIONS XVI 

E X P L A N A T I O N OF PHONETIC SYMBOLS AND D I A C R I T I C S xvi 

1 . INTRODUCTORY REMARKS AND SUMMARY OF CONTENT 1 

2. PHONATION TYPES OF CHEPANG 8 

2.1  Syllable  structure  analysis  8 

2.2  Barish  and  Kuki-Naga-Chin  tonal  categories  10 

2.3  Comparison  of  Chepang  phonation  types  with  Barish  and  Kuki-Naga-

Chin  tonal  categories  16 

2.3.1  Examples  for  Cheparig  0  (VOICE  phonation),  Kuki-Naga-Chin  TC-I, 

Ban sh  TC-1  16 

2.3.2  Examples  for  Chepang  ?  (CREAKY phonation),  Kuki-Naga-Chin 

TC-IIa/IIb 2,  Barish  TC-11  20 

2.3.3  Examples  for  Chepang  ? ,  Kuki-Naga-Chin  TC-IIbp  Barish  TC-IV  23 

2.3.4  Examples  for  Chepang  n  (BREATHY phonation),  Kuki-Naga-Chin 

TC-III,  Barish  TC-III  27 

2.4  Exceptional  correspondences....  30 

2.4.1  Chepang  VOICE  phonation  30 

2.4.2  Chepang  CREAKY phonation  33 

2.4.3  Chepang  BREATHY phonation  35 

2.5  Concluding  remarks  36 

3.  THE GLOTTAL STOP OR CREAKY PHONATION IN  LIMBU  37 

3.1 Explanation of sy l l ab le s t ructures 37 

3.2 Comparison of sy l l ab le s t ructures 40 

3.2.1 A-type vs. B-type sy l lab les 41 

3.2.2 Change of sy l l ab le types 43 

3.2.3 /CV?/ verbs 44 

3.2.4 -wa, -pa and -ma suf f ixes 45 

3.2.5 Nominal der iva t ion by means of su f f i xed - t 46 

ix 



TIBETO-BURMAN TONOLOGY 

3.3  Comparison  of  syllable  types  with  other  Tibeto-Burman  languages..  47 

3.3.1  Etyma  of  A-type  classification  and  correspondences  in  *ø/TC-I  47 

3.3.2  Etyma  of  A-type  classification  and  correspondences  in  *  /TC-III..  50 

3.3.3  Etyma  of  B-type  classification  and  correspondences  in  *"?/TC-II...  51 

3.3.4  Etyma  of  A-type  classification  and  correspondence  within 

*VTC-II  53 

3.3.5  Discussion  of  the  comparative  results  obtained  thus  far  61 

3.3.6  The  polysyllabic  nature  of  some  Tibeto-Burman  roots  as  corrobo? 

rated  by  Limbu  74 

4.  TONAL COMPARISON OF  LOLO-BURMESE WITH  OTHER TIBETO-BURMAN LAN­

GUAGES 82 

4.1  General  remarks  82 

4.2  Lolo-Burmese  tone  systems  and  Burmese  phonation  types  86 

4.3  The  fate  of  TB  *-s:  >  Proto-Lolo-Burmese  TC-II/*2  93 

4.4  The  fate  of  TB  *  /TC-III:  >  PLB  TC-I/*1  99 

4.5  PLB  *1:  one  part  descended  from  TB*ø/TC-1  104 

4.5.1  List  of  etyma  with  'normal'  tonal  development  105 

4.5.2  List  of  'minor  exceptional'  etyma  (PLB  *1  instead  of  PLB  *2  as 

analyzed  in  4.7)  115 

4.6  PLB  *1:  another  part  descended  from  TB*?/TC-II  119 

4.7  PLB  *2/TC-II  etyma  descended  from  TB  *0/TC-I  125 

4.8  PLB  *2/TC-II  etyma  descended  from  TB  *?/TC-II  134 

4.9  Investigation  of  PLB  *3  etyma  /  List  of  PLB  TC-III  etyma  com­

pared  wi  th  other  Ti  beto-Burman  1  anguages  155 

5.  Is  VTC-III  A  RECONSTRUCTIBLE ENTIT/  OF  PROTO-TIBETO-BURMAN?,,.  173 

5.1  General  remarks  173 

5.2  The  derived  nature  of  individual  TC-III  categories  174 

5.2.1  Lolo-Burmese  languages  175 

5.2.2  Chinese  175 

5.2.3  The  Barish  languages  180 

5.2.4  Miju  Mishmi  188 

5.3  The  underived  nature  of  Chepang  -n  and  Kuki-Naga-Chin  TC-III....  190 

6.  TONE CATEGORIES IN  THE NORTH ASSAM DIVISION  2 1 5 

6.1  General  remarks  215 

x 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

6.2  The  sound  and  tone  structure  of  Apatani  216 

6.3  The  sound  and  tone  structure  of  Gallong  219 

6.4  Comparative  tonal  categories  and  their  Tibeto-Burman  correlates..  222 

6.5  Sample  lists  for  tonal  correspondences  in  the  North  Assam  divi­

sion  223 

6.5.1  North  Assam  TC-I  (nouns):  Apatani  /2-2/,  /l-2-(2)/;  Gallong  /^/.. 223 

6.5.2  North  Assam  TC-I  (verbs):  Ap.  /2-2/,  /l-2-(2)/;  Gl.  /̂ /  231 

6.5.3  North  Assam  TC-II  (nouns):  Ap.  /2-1/,  /l-2-(l)/;  Gl.  /'/  235 

6.5.4  North  Assam  TC-II  (adjectives):  Ap./l-2-(l)/;  Gl.  /'/  239 

6.5.5  North  Assam  TC-II  (verbs):  Ap.  /2-1/,  /l-2-(l)/;  Gl.  /-/  240 

6.5.6  North  Assam  TC-III  (nouns  only):  Ap.  /2-2/,  /l-2-(2)/;  Gl.  /'/... 242 

6.5.7  North  Assam  TC-IV  (nouns  only):  Ap.  /2-2/,  Gl.  /"/  244 

6.5.8  North  Assam  TC-Y  (nouns  only):  Ap.  /2-1/,  /l-2-(l)/;  Gl.  /"/  246 

6.5.9  North  Assam  TC-VI  (nouns  only):  Ap.  /l-2-(l)/;  Gl.  /̂ /  248 

6.5.10  North  Assam  TC-VII  (nouns  only):  Ap.  /l-2-(2)/;  Gl.  /-/  250 

6.5.11  North  Assam  *stop  category:  Ap.  /2-2/,/l-2-(2)/;Gl.  /^--P/(Nouns)  251 

6.5.12  North  Assam  *stop  category:  Ap.  /l-2-(l)/;  Gl.  / ^ — P /  (Nouns)  ...  254 

6.5.13  North  Assam  *stop  category:  Ap.  /2—?( -2 ) / ;  Gl.  /^--P/  (verbs)...  256 

6.5.14  North  Assam  *stop  category:  Ap.  /2-- ? (- l ) / ;  Gl.  / - — P /  (verbs)...  258 

7,  PHONATION AND TONE IN  THE TAMANG/GURUNG/THAKALI NUCLEUS 2 6 0 

7.1  General  observations  on  the  sound  structures  of  Tamang,  Gurung, 

and  Thakal  i  260 

7.1.1  Identity  of  the  tone-cum-phonation  system  of  all  three  languages.  260 

7.1.2  Initial  consonants  263 

7.1.3  Vowel  1  ength  contrast  264 

7.1.4  The  tone  system  265 

7.1.5  Medial  consonants  267 

7.1.6  Open-syllable  short-vowel  verb  stems  267 

7.1.7  Determination  of  Tibetan  loans  267 

7.2  The  comparative  tonal  diasystem  of  Tamang,  Gurung,  and  Thakali...  271 

7.3  Development  of  the  Tamang  proto-tone  system  272 

7.4  Individual  tonogenetic  developments  274 

7.4.1  The  TB  final  *velar  stop  category  =  T/G/Th  open  syllables  with 

long  vowel  274 

xi 



TIBETO-BURMAN TONOLOGY 

7.4.2  The  TB  final  *dental  stop  category  282 

7.4.3  Evidence  for  the  change  of  final  sibilant  *-s  to  *A-tone  285 

7.4.4  Evidence  for  PTB  *normal  phonation  =  T/G/Th  *B-tone  287 

7.4.5  Evidence  for  PTB  *creaky  phonation  =  T/G/Th  *A-tone  296 

7.4.6  PTB  * ? open-syllable  nouns  and  their  *B-tone  reflex  303 

7.4.7  PTB  *normal  category  leading  to  exceptional  reflexes  in  *A-tone..  308 

8. THE DEVELOPMENT OF TONE SYSTEMS I N THE KAREN LANGUAGES 313 

8.1  Upper  and  lower  tone  registers  as  the  result  of  'transphonologi-

zation  of  distinctive  features'  313 

8.2  Tonal  development  in  Sgaw  and  Pwo  Karen  316 

8.3  Description  of  the  Bwe  dialect  of  Chitabu  321 

8.4  Comparative  tonal  categories  of  Karen  326 

8.4.1  The  postulation  of  proto-tones  *A,  *B,  *B',  *C  checked  326 

8.4.2  Discussion  of  the  comparative  tone  chart  of  Karen  languages  327 

8.5  Etyma  sample  list  of  Karen  tonal  categories  333 

8.5.1  Etyma  i  n  *A-aspi  rate/voieeless  334 

8.5.2  Etyma  in  *A-voiced  342 

8.5.3 Etyma i n *B-asp i ra te /vo ice less 345 

8.5.4 Etyma in *B-voiced 352 

8.5.5  Etyma  in  *C[checked]-aspirate/voiceless  355 

8.5.6  Etyma  in  *C[checked]-voiced  359 

8.5.7  Etyma  in  *B,-aspirate/voice!ess  [criterion:  Sgaw  /4 /  =  high-level 

toneme]  360 

8.5.8  Etyma  in  *B 2 [criterion:  Bwe  /'/  =  high  pitch  toneme]  363 

9.  PHONATION AND TONOLOGY OF  STOPPED SYLLABLES 3 6 8 

9.1  Introductory  observations  368 

9.2  The  tonology  of  stopped  syllables  in  the  Naga-Kukish  transition 

group  (Tangkhul,  Zemei,  Rongmei,  Liangmei)  373 

9.2.1  Introductory  observations  on  the  tonology  of  stopped  syllables 

in  Kuki-Naga-Chin  373 

9.2.2  The  tonology  of  stopped  syllables  in  Tangkhul  380 

9.2.3  The  tonology  of  stopped  syllables  in  Zemei  386 

9.2.4  The  tonology  of  stopped  syllables  in  Rongmei  389 

9.2.5  The  tonology  of  stopped  syllables  in  Liangmei  (Kwoireng)  393 

xii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

9.2.6  Tonal  comparison  of  stopped  syllables  in  the  Naga-Kukish  transi­

tion  group  (Tangkhul  ,  Zemei,  Rongmei,  Liangmei)  397 

9.2.7  A  selected  set  of  etyma  exemplifying  the  tonology  of  the  'domi­

nant  correlation  set'  of  Kuki-Naga-Chin  402 

9.2.8  Etyma  exemplifying  the  tonology  of  the  'subsidiary  correlation 

set'  of  stopped  syllables  as  'primary  realization  of  /CVP/ 

within  * ? /TC-11'  410 

9.2.9  Etyma  exemplifying  the  tonology  of  the  'subsidiary  correlation 

set'  of  stopped  syllables  as  'secondary  extension  of  /CVP/ 

within  * ? /TC-II'  412 

9.3  The  tonology  of  stopped  syllables  in  the  tonal  Barish  languages, 

with  special  emphasis  on  high-stopped  syllables  of  Jinghpaw...413 

9.3.1  General  overview  413 

9.3.2  Tonogenesis  in  Boro  ...  420 

9.3.3  High-toned  presyllables  in  Jinghpaw  427 

9.3.4  High-toned  open  syllables  as  the  congeners  of  Barish  /TC-IV  443 

9.3.5  / 3CVN/ etyma  in  Jinghpaw  .445 

9.3.6  A  selection  of  low-toned  stopped  syllable  etyma  in  Jinghpaw  450 

9.3.7  High-toned  stopped  syllable  etyma  in  Jinghpaw  459 

9.4  The  tonology  of  stopped  syllables  in  Khiamngan  464 

9.4.1  Morphotonological  alternation  between  1 CVP and  23 CVP syllables..  .464 

9.4.2  Personal  pronouns  in  Jinghpaw  467 

9.4.3  Morphotonology  of  possessive  pronouns  in  Tamlu-Konyak  468 

9.4.4  Summary  of  tonal  correspondences  of  stopped  syllables  in  Khiam­

ngan  and  Jinghpaw  470 

9.5  The  tonology  of  stopped  syllables  in  Miju  Mishmi  475 

9.5.1  General  observations  on  the  morphotonology  of  stopped  syllables..475 

9.5.2  Stopped  syllable  etyma  with  high-falling  contour  tone  478 

9.5.3  Stopped  syl1able  etyma  in  1ow  tone  480 

9.5.4  Stopped  syllable  etyma  in  high  tone  481 

10.  OUTLOOK ON FURTHER TONOGENETIC INVESTIGATIONS  483 

FOOTNOTES 493 

ETYMOLOGICAL INDEX  497 

REFERENCES 509 

xiii 


	Table of contents
	TABLE OF CONTENTS


