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PREFACE 

In submitting a volume of essays that seeks to present "Germanic 
philology" with its main linguistic, literary and cultural subdivisions 
as a whole, the editors have nevertheless not attempted to merge these 
various subdivisions of the discipline into an overall synthesis, how-
ever worthwhile such a synopsis might be as an ultimate aim. 

In choice and treatment of subject the contributors were not bound 
by any prescribted limitations. Our main concern has been to call the 
customary pedagogical division of the discipline into question and, with 
the help of the present volume, to provide the impetus to supersede it. 

The editors dedicate this collection to their former teacher in 
Freiburg, Heinz Klingenberg. Even though medieval themes predominate in 
his publications, in his lectures and seminars he has always emphasized 
and actualized the unity of the discipline discussed above. His enthu-
siastically coordinated approach to Germanic studies both in research 
and teaching has made a deep and abiding impression upon his students 
that is reflected in the aims as well as in the results of their scholar-
ship. 

Since the idea of this volume came from discussions after Professor 
Klingenberg's seminars, it is appropriate to dedicate it to him in gra-
titude. Although not all of the authors of the present contributions are 
former students of Heinz Klingenberg'sthey are nonetheless at one with 
him in this idea of a synopsis of the discipline. 

Now that the volume has been completed, it is a pleasure to thank 
most sincerely all those who have helped us. 

In the first place, Professor E.F.K. Koerner's unfailingly sympa-
thetic assistance deserves acknowledgement. We wish to thank him not 
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only for accepting this volume for his highly regarded CILT series, but 
also and especially for the great personal enthusiasm with which he has 
supported our efforts. The translations of the summaries of the contri-
butions in German has been undertaken by Professor Kim R. McCone of 
St. Patrick's College, Maynooth (Ireland), to whom we are duly grateful. 
We would also like to thank Professor Gabriel J. Brogyanyi of Bowdoin 
College, Brunswick, Maine (USA), for looking over a number of contri-
butions in English. We are obliged to our friend and colleague Reiner 
Lipp for manifold assistance during the production of the manuscript. 

Finally, the obliging attitude of the Publishing House John Benja-
mins should not be forgotten. We thank Mrs. and Mr. Benjamins most sin-
cerely for admitting the volume into their publishing programme. 

The editors themselves have seen to the arrangement of the type-
script, and are also responsible for carrying out corrections. 

We hope that this volume will meet with a favourable reception in 
accordance with our expressed aims. 

Freiburg i. Br. and Kiel-Kitzeberg 
December 1984 The Editors 
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