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Foreword and acknowledgments

This volume brings together selected papers from the international conference
“Word Classes: Nature, typology, computational representations” held in Rome,
24-26 March 2010. The conference was organized by the TRIPLE Laboratory
(Tavolo di ricerca sulla parola e il lessico “Research Desk on Word and Lexicon”),
based in the former Department of Linguistics of the Roma Tre University.

We are especially grateful to Guido Fabiani, at the time President of the
University, for funding the event, and to his staff (foremost Alberta Cardillo and
Ruben Rispoli) for their help with administrative matters. A special word of thanks
is due to Valentina Efrati, who gave us her invaluable support during all phases
of the organization. We are also deeply grateful to the members of the Scientific
Committee for their abstract reviewing services (Elena De Miguel, Livio Gaeta,
Adam Kilgarriff, Vincenzo Lo Cascio, Anna Pompei, and Jan Rijkhoft) and to Sara
Berlanda, Germana Civilleri, Martina Gherardi, and Valentina Piunno (at the time
doctoral students in Linguistics at Roma Tre) for their generous organizational
help during the days of the conference.

The papers for the present volume were selected through a double-blind peer
review. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all the colleagues who
accepted to serve as anonymous reviewers for one or more chapters, as well as
to the Board members of the CILT Series — especially the indefatigable E. Wyn
Roberts - for their constant feedback and support. Their work was crucial for
making this volume as worthy as possible.

Finally, we wish to thank E.F K. Koerner for welcoming our project in his
Series and supporting and encouraging us throughout the entire publishing pro-
cess, Anke de Looper and Susan Hendriks for their professional support during
the final phases of the publishing process, and Kathy Mahan for taking good care
of the English language in the whole volume.

Raffaele Simone and Francesca Masini
Roma and Bologna, February 2014
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