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Foreword & Acknowledgements

�e 16th International Conference on English Historical Linguistics (ICEHL 16) was 
held in Pécs, Hungary, in 2010. �at year was special both for the city and for its uni-
versity because Pécs had been selected as European Capital of Culture by the  Council 
of Ministers of the European Union, and to celebrate this, the University of Pécs hosted 
outstanding international conferences that brought together representatives of a great 
number of research �elds. Beyond the generous �nancial support provided by the 
 university; the moral and logistic support from Professor Ferenc Fischer, Dean of the 
Faculty of Humanities, deserves to be gratefully acknowledged.

�e year 2010 was also remarkable for the history of English historical  linguistics 
because it marked the 30th anniversary of ICEHL conferences: the series of these 
 conferences was initiated in Durham in 1980.1 It was a pleasure to see in Pécs so many 
senior specialists who have been regular participants at previous ICEHL meetings.

�ere were about 130 papers presented at the 16th ICEHL. �e present volume 
contains 17 papers of the 37 submitted for possible publication (papers presented 
in workshop sessions are to be published elsewhere). Several papers that were not 
selected for publication here due to thematic coherence will be published either 
in another volume or individually in journals. For the sake of interested parties, 
 information about the publication of papers will be provided by the Pécs website of 
ICEHL 16 (http://www.icehl-16.pte.hu).

�e editors wish to thank the following experts for their participation in the 
 arduous process of paper selection: Elke Gehweiler, Elly van Gelderen, Ana I. González 
Cruz, Richard Ingham, Leena Kahlas-Tarkka, Barbara Kryk-Kastovsky, Ursula  Lenker, 
Bettelou Los, Angelika Lutz, Gabriella Mazzon, John Newman, Merja Stenroos, 
 Stefan �im, and several other colleagues who would prefer to remain anonymous. 
�eir  suggestions, corrections have helped not only the editors’ tasks but were also 
 appreciated by the contributors to the present volume.

We would also like to express our special gratitude to Ursula Lenker, who – as one 
of the organisers of the previous ICEHL meeting (München, 2008) and co-editor of 

. See the Preface to the proceedings of the Second International Conference on English 

 Historical Linguistics held at Odense University 13–15 April, 1981, published as Current Topics 

in English Historical Linguistics edited by Michael Davenport, Erik Hansen & Hans Frede 

Nielsen. Odense: Odense University Press, 1983.
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the �rst volume of the proceedings2 – has given us valuable advice and practical help 
both during the Pécs meeting and in the editing of the present volume. Special thanks 
go to our colleague, József Andor (Department of English Linguistics, University of 
Pécs) for all the work he had put into organizing the ICEHL conference, and also for 
actively participating in the initial phase of editing the present volume. We regret that, 
due to the multitude of tasks he had to deal with at the time, he could not continue this 
project as co-editor.

�e editors’ Introduction was improved by a variety of comments and co rrections 
provided by two anonymous readers, as well as by the feedback received from the 
 contributors of this volume, and – last but not least – from our colleagues, József 
Andor and Gábor Győri. We wish to express our sincere thanks to all of them.

�e preparation of this volume owes a lot to the editor of the CILT series, 
E.F.K. Koerner. We are most grateful for his kind guidance, helpful suggestions and the 
meticulous care with which he handled the task of overseeing the editing process.

�e editors want to thank Anke de Looper at John Benjamins Publishing Co. for 
the discussions we had either in person in Pécs or the assistance she gave us via e-mail 
messages concerning the preparation of the material for the typesetting process.

We hope and wish that the thirty-year tradition of ICEHL volumes will continue 
and these meetings remain an attractive forum for specialists in English historical 
l inguistics to exchange the results of their research with interested colleagues.

Pécs, May 2012
�e Editors 

. English Historical Linguistics 2008. Selected Papers from the Fi�eenth International Confer-

ence on English Historical Linguistics (ICEHL 15), Munich, 24–30 August 2008, Volume I: �e 

History of English Verbal and Nominal Constructions, ed. by Ursula Lenker, Judith Huber & 

Robert Mailhammer. [Current Issues in Linguistic �eory, 314.] Amsterdam: John Benjamins.
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