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Foreword and acknowledgements

The articles presented in this volume are a selection of revised and peer-reviewed
papers presented at the Workshop on Sound Change held in Barcelona in October
2010. The aim of the Workshop was to bring together specialists from different
disciplines to examine how empirical data from a multiplicity of fields might throw
light on certain fundamental questions about the nature of sound change. Leading
experts presented their most recent empirical work and its implications for sound
change, and discussed data, methods, and approaches to phonetic and phonologi-
cal change. Their contributions are presented in the different chapters, which are
grouped into three thematic areas: Perception, Production, and Social and Struc-
tural Factors. The introductory chapter attempts to place this volume in a wider
context, reviews the contribution of each paper in the volume to the central theme,
and summarizes the main issues that were raised in the discussion sessions that
followed the presentation of papers from each thematic area at the Workshop.

Though these discussions were videotaped and transcribed in full, space limi-
tations have obliged us to offer them here in a summarized and edited form, which
nonetheless leaves untouched the basic character of these discussions. They thus
largely reflect issues questioning fundamental assumptions, identifying shortcom-
ings or confronting theoretical claims, providing insights into aspects that need
further investigation, and suggesting directions for fruitful research, while at the
same time they constitute an attempt to reach some conclusions that are agreeable
to the various scientific approaches represented by the discussants.

The editors are pleased to acknowledge the help of many people in the prepa-
ration of this book. We thank the following reviewers of chapters for their valuable
comments: Pam Beddor, Maria-Grazia Busa, Joan Bybee, loana Chitoran,
Adamantios Gafos, Michael Grosvald, Khalil Iskarous, Keith Johnson, Shira
Katseft, Alexei Kochetov, Jonathan Harrington, Jose-Ignacio Hualde, Michele
Loporcaro, Ben Munson, Pascal Perrier, Joseph Salmons, Sam Tilsen, Kenneth
Wireback, Alan Yu, and Marzena Zygis. We are grateful to the discussants Ioana
Chitoran, Michele Loporcaro, Jane Stuart-Smith and Alan Yu for raising interest-
ing questions and for their insightful comments.

The editors thank Dr. E. E K. Koerner, General Editor of the Current Issues in
Linguistic Theory series, for the invitation to publish this volume as well as his
detailed comments and helpful advice with regard to the Introduction and many
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of the chapters. His expertise and labor-intensive dedication to the volume are
gratefully acknowledged . We are also indebted to Ms Anke de Looper, Acquisition
Editor, John Benjamins, for her continued support and professional advice during
the publication of this volume. Guillem Laporta also provided much-appreciated
assistance with manuscript preparation. We are grateful to the Institut d’Estudis
Catalans for its hospitality and also the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona for its
sponsorship.

Above all, we thank the various authors, who so graciously accommodated
our request for them to review their contributions.

Maria-Josep Solé & Daniel Recasens
Barcelona, March 2012
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