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Foreword & Acknowledgements

�e papers presented in this volume all grew out of presentations given at the 19th 
International Conference on Historical Linguistics, held at Radboud University 
Nijmegen, 10–14 August 2009. In the general sessions of the conference and the work-
shops, over 200 papers were presented. 22 of the presenters submitted their papers for 
this volume. �e submissions were subject to a rigorous reviewing process, ultimately 
resulting in the papers included in this volume.

We strove to attract a wide array of work on historical and comparative linguistics 
to Nijmegen, representing the international state of the art in the �eld and including 
work on language families, individual languages, and current issues in historical and 
comparative linguistics. �ere was some emphasis on novel theoretical insights from 
various sub�elds and new methodologies exploring language relations.

For help in the preparation of the volume, including the refereeing, we thank the 
series editor, E.F.K. Koerner and the following colleagues: Jóhanna Barðdal, Geert 
Booij, Matthias Gerner, Bettelou Los, Pieter Muysken, Margit Rem, Chris Reintges, 
Rodie Risselada, Paul Roberge, Anna Roussou, Ioanna Sitaridou, John Charles Smith, 
Lieke Verheijen, Nigel Vincent, David Willis, and Fred Weerman. Anke de Looper at 
John Benjamins has been of great practical assistance during the genesis of the project.

We would here also like to take the opportunity of thanking the large number of 
people who helped in pulling together the conference at Nijmegen. John Charles Smith 
(secretary of the International Society of Historical Linguistics) and Joe Salmons (pre-
vious conference organizer) were very helpful in providing background information. 
�e local committee helped with many aspects of the organization and was invaluable 
in the reviewing of abstracts; thanks therefore to Griet Coupé, Marion Elenbaas, Haike 
Jacobs, Bettelou Los, Margit Rem, and Angela Terrill. Sabine Visscher designed the 
logo, made the website, was our primary e-mail reader in the run-up to the conference 
and our student helper during it, assisting extensively with the registration and many 
chores. She did a superb and meticulous job throughout. �anks also to Meta Links 
for her help during the conference. A very special thanks is due to Jacqueline Berns at 
the Aula of Radboud University. She would say she is paid to organize conferences, but 
her assistance before and during the ICHL conference went well above the call of duty. 
�anks are also due to the Centre for Language Studies and the Faculty of Arts, both 
of Radboud University, for their �nancial support.

 Ans van Kemenade and Nynke de Haas 
 Nijmegen, October 2011
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