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Transliteration and transcription  

symbols for Arabic

Consonants

Arabic letter Transliteration
Upper and 
lower case

Corresponding Phoneme
symbol with alternatives

B, b /b/

T, t /t/

�, th /θ/

J, j /dʒ/

H. , h. /ħ/

Kh, kh /x, χ/

D, d /d/

Dh, dh /ð/

R, r /r/

Z, z /z/

S, s /s/

Š, š /ʃ/

S., ṣ /sʕ, ṣ, S/

D. , ḍ /dʕ, d,̣ D/

T. , t. /tʕ, t., T/

Z. , z. /ðʕ, ð,̣ Ð/ 

‘ /ʕ/

Gh, gh /ɣ, ʁ/

F, f /f/

Q, q /q/

K, k /k/

L, l /l/

M, m /m/

N, n /n/

H, h /h/

W, w /w/

Y, y /j/

’ /ʔ/
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Vowels

Arabic letter/
vowel mark

Transliteration
Upper and lower case

Corresponding
Phoneme symbol

 A, a; Ā, ā /a/; /aː/

I, i; Ī, ī /i/; /iː/

U, u; Ū, ū /u/; /uː/

Diphthongs are transliterated 〈ay, aw〉 and transcribed /aj, aw/

Transliteration symbols are used for spelling Arabic lexical items and proper 
names using roman letters. Phonemic transcription symbols are used for repre-
senting phonological forms. �e phonemes corresponding to 〈 〉 and 〈 〉 vary 
according to dialect; symbols for the emphatics vary according to authors’ usage.

Allophonic and narrow phonetic transcriptions follow the conventions of the 
International Phonetic Alphabet unless otherwise stated. Transcription for other 
languages is described where relevant.
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