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Foreword & acknowledgements

�e thirty-ninth annual Linguistic Symposium on Romance Languages (LSRL) was 

held for the �rst time at the University of Arizona 27–29 March 2009. �e by-now 

traditional parasession was devoted to Variation and Change in Romance. Romance 

linguistics has signi�cantly evolved since the �rst LSRL took place in Florida in 1971, 

and it is undeniable that the LSRL has played a role in forging an identity for the �eld 

in North America, if not internationally. We trust that this LSRL has served to con-

tinue that tradition by bringing together researchers, and facilitating the sharing of 

ideas. It is our hope that the present volume will serve the purpose of disseminating 

the best work presented at the conference among those who were unable to attend and, 

of course, among current and future generations of Romance linguists in general.

Of a total of 124 submissions, 58 were selected for presentation, along with three 

plenary talks. It was an honor that Ricardo Bermúdez-Otero, Gillian Sanko�, and 

Karen Zagona accepted our invitation to be the plenary speakers. �is volume con-

tains a selection of 24 peer-reviewed articles presented at the conference. We express 

our most sincere appreciation to the many anonymous reviewers who lent their time 

and expertise to assist us with the selection of conference presentations and of the 

papers included here.

Numerous people were involved in many di�erent forms in the organization of 

the conference. We are extremely grateful for the tireless e�orts and dedication of the 

conference graduate assistant, Miriam Díaz. We would also like to thank all the graduate 

students who donated their work and volunteered to host conference participants, as 

well as Mary Portillo and the sta� of the Department of Spanish and Portuguese, for 

their help and support, and Mark Bryant for his technical assistance with PASHA, 

the online abstract submission application. Our appreciation goes to the Department 

of Spanish and Portuguese, in particular, to Malcolm Compitello, Department Head, 

and to the College of Humanities for their support, �nancial and otherwise. �e fol-

lowing organizations and units provided much needed �nancial support in very dif-

�cult economic times: Program for Cultural Cooperation between Spain’s Ministry of 

Culture and United States Universities, Associate Vice President for Research, College 

of Humanities, Department of Spanish and Portuguese, Department of Linguistics, 

Department of Anthropology, Department of French, Center for Latin American 

Studies, Program in Cognitive Science, Program in Second Language Acquisition and 

Teaching, Center for Educational Resources in Culture, Language, and Literacy. Finally, 

we must thank series editor Professor E.F.K. Koerner and his advisers as well as the 
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team at John Benjamins, in particular Anke de Looper, for their advice and assistance 

with this project. We are grateful to both the series editor and the publisher for their 

respective roles in the long-standing relation between the Current Issues in Linguistic 

�eory (CILT) series and the volumes resulting from the annual LSRL meetings.

Tucson, Arizona Sonia Colina

June 2010 N.N.
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