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�e fourteen contributions to this volume, which were selected from papers deliv-
ered at the 15th International Conference on the History of the English Language 
(ICEHL) held at the University of Munich (24–30 August 2008), focus on the gen-
esis and variation of nominal and verbal constructions in the history of English. 
At ICEHL 15, about 170 papers were given, of which ��y were handed in for con-
sideration in the proceedings. �e editorial board agreed on compiling three vol-
umes, which were to be organized thematically. For the present volume, the edito-
rial team from the Catholic University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt picked those papers 
which were related enough to form a fairly coherent volume dealing with syntac-
tic and morpho-syntactic topics and ultimately, a�er a thorough inspection by the 
editors and reviewers, the fourteen papers here united were chosen for the present 
publication. �e editing was completed in time for the subsequent ICEHL confer-
ence in Pécs, Hungary, in August 2010. In addition to this book, an editorial team 
based at the University of Munich (editor-in-chief: Hans Sauer) will compile at 
least one more volume, to be published with John Benjamins, comprising selec-
tions from the remaining papers carrying a di�erent thematic focus.

�e editors wish to thank the organizing committee of the 15th International 
Conference on the History of the English Language (ICEHL) at the University of 
Munich for organizing and supporting such a huge conference logistically and aca-
demically. Our heartfelt gratitude also goes out to all the colleagues who have been 
involved in the selection process for this volume as referees, readers and advisors. 
Speci�cally, we would like to thank Daniel Hole, Ulrike Krischke, Angelika Lutz, 
Wolfgang Mager, Hans Sauer, Gaby Waxenberger and those reviewers who wish to 
remain anonymous for their quick and thorough review of the contributions, sub-
stantially improving sections of this book with their pertinent comments. We are 
also very grateful to the series’ editor, E.F.K. Koerner, and the sta� of John Benjamins 
for their support and, of course, to the authors for their cooperation and patience.

Last but not least, thanks are due to Veronika Bischo�erger, Jonas Bodensohn, 
Andrea Graf, Andrea Halbich, Christoph Hauf, Barbara Hefele, Jutta Öhlschläger and 
Stefan Stenke for their supporting work during the production process of the manu-
scripts and to Anke de Looper and Martine van Marsbergen at John Benjamins, for 
their help in the �nal stages of guiding the volume through the press.
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