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Preface & acknowledgments

�is book proposes a new approach to intrasegmental consonant structure based 
on the �rst intra- and cross-linguistic study of consonant prevocalization, a set of 
phenomena which have in common the development of a vocalic prearticulation 
by consonants.

�e proposed structural model represents consonant-level units as inherently 
bigestural in the sense of including both a consonantal and a vocalic component. 
�e model is expressed in precise terms by using the representational apparatus of 
articulatory phonology (Browman & Goldstein 1986, 1988, and subsequent work 
until 2000)*  while also incorporating insights from other frameworks which deal 
with intrasegmental structure, primarily dependency phonology (Anderson & 
Ewen 1987) and feature geometry (Clements & Hume 1995). Consonant prevocal-
ization is analyzed as sequential realization of the consonant’s intrasegmental ges-
tures, with the surfacing of a vocalic element not present in the original sound 
chain. �e proposed structural model makes strong predictions relevant to diverse 
areas of phonological theory, diachronic linguistics, and articulatory evolution. 
�e detailed study of consonant prevocalization provided in this work opens up 
new vistas for experimental and theoretical research in the areas of postvelar con-
sonants, syllabic consonants, geminate consonants, retro�exion, and the syn-
chronic and diachronic mechanisms of umlaut, vocalization, metathesis, vowel 
intrusion, and compensatory lengthening, among others.

�is book could not have been written without the help and attention of many 
people, to whom I am grateful for their time, support, information, and advice.

To begin with, I wish to thank Vyacheslav V. Ivanov for his interest in this 
project and discussing with me the broader implications and future directions of 
this research. I thank Brent Vine for his detailed comments and discussion of var-
ious Indo-European and phonological matters, Edward F. Tuttle for his many con-
tributions to the Romance linguistics aspects of this work, and Stephanie W. Jami-
son for her help with the Indo-Iranian angle of this research and her general 
support throughout the project.

* Full bibliographical details on these and other publications are to be found in the Refer-
ences at the end of the volume. 
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I am grateful to the following experts who, over the years, have provided a 
number of speci�c details to this study by sharing with me their published or un-
published work: Anna Bosch, Aaron Broadwell, Bryan Gick, Louis Goldstein, 
Hans Heinrich Hock, Ronald Kim, Christoph Koch, Andrew Lekato, Stephen A. 
Marlett, Pamela Munro, Georges Pinault, Edwin G. Pulleyblank, Richard A. 
Rhodes, Merritt Ruhlen, Charles H. Speck, Adrian Turculeţ, Aurelijus Vijūnas, 
Ana Vrăjitoru, and late �omas C. Smith Stark.

I wish to thank Leo Wetzels for his valuable comments on the preliminary 
manuscript and for putting me in contact with the publishing company of John 
Benjamins. I am especially grateful to Wyn Roberts for his critical reading of the 
manuscript and detailed comments on each dra�, which have had a substantial 
impact on both the exposition and the argumentation. His advice and encourage-
ment throughout have been invaluable to me. I would like to thank Eleonora 
Albano and the anonymous CILT reviewer for their helpful comments on and 
constructive criticism of the preliminary dra�. I would also like to thank E.F.K. 
Koerner for selecting this work for his CILT series, his helpful comments and sug-
gestions, and his generous help with every stage of the preparation of the manu-
script. Last but not least my thanks are due to Anke de Looper of John Benjamins 
for guiding the book through the publication process.

Los Angeles, November 2009  Natalie Operstein
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