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Cross-Disciplinary Issues in Compounding comes as a response to the strong interest in 
compounds and issues related to compounds that have been developing in the last few 
years. At the core of this interest is the question of where and how compounds �t into 
the grammar, and in this respect, the ways in which compounds challenge our view of 
the organization and architecture of the language capacity more generally.

To address such issues, a conference was organized in Bologna, Italy in June 2008, 
representing the conjunction of two large research projects: Componet and ENLM. �e 
Componet project (http://componet.sslmit.unibo.it/), with its center at the University 
of Bologna, has o�ered a home to a very fruitful research e�ort dedicated to com-
pounds, in particular their description across a wide range of languages. A database 
consisting of information on approximately 30 languages is in the process of being de-
veloped with the intention of making access available to the entire linguistics commu-
nity. �e European Network for Linguistic Morphology, whose center is also in Bologna, 
is a project that has brought together major European research centers with the goal of 
addressing issues of morphology in a broader sense, including psycholinguistics, lan-
guage acquisition and computational approaches. It was in the context of the activities 
of these two projects that the idea for the 2008 Bologna conference was developed, and 
ultimately brought to fruition. In keeping with the broad interests of the projects, speak-
ers were invited to participate in diverse areas with respect to languages studied as well 
as to areas of research- theoretical linguistics as well as issues in sign language and lan-
guage acquisition, and quantitative and typological analytical approaches.

�e present volume, thus, has its origins in relation to the Bologna conference. It 
has aimed at retaining the cross-linguistic and inter-disciplinary approach to com-
pounds, however, it represents a signi�cantly revised and restructured contribution to 
the �eld. A selection of the topics covered at the conference was made so as to yield a 
well-rounded book, not simply a series of conference papers. To this end, too, the au-
thors of the chapters of this book substantially revised their contributions so that they 
were more generally authoritative with respect to their topic, providing both a strong 
background and interesting original research.

�e Master list of references collects the references of all of the individual contribu-
tions, and thus serves as a uni�ed, up-to-date and quite complete list of literature on 
compounds, from the wide variety of perspectives present in the book. �is, in itself, will 
serve as a valuable resource for researchers interested in issues related to compounding.
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In order to make the Bologna conference, as well as this volume a success, scholars 
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others. We extend our thanks to all the participants.
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Last but not least, we would also like to thank all the people who served as anony-
mous reviewers of the chapters of this book — spending part of their summer vacation 
to help make this volume as successful and complete as possible. In addition, we are 
grateful to Francesca Forza, Emiliano Guevara and Hillary Schepps for their outstand-
ing help with the editing of individual papers. Finally, we extend our thanks to 
Prof. E.F.K. Koerner for his insightful and invaluable help and patience during the 
process of editing this book, and to the various sta� members at John Benjamins, in 
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