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PREFACE 

 

The present volume is the outcome of the 34
th

 annual Linguistic 

Symposium on Romance Languages (LSRL) held at the University of Utah in 

March, 2004. The symposium continued a 33 year-old tradition of annual 

conferences on the topic of theoretical Romance linguistics, sponsored and 

organized by different scholars at North American institutions each year. The 

tradition is noteworthy in that the LSRL, despite being an annual event, is not a 

regular meeting of an established scholarly organization because there is no 

organization or association behind the title. Rather, its continuity since 1970 is 

simply a testament to the number of scholars committed to the theoretical 

study of the Romance language family, and to the high regard granted to the 

conference in the field. The LSRL is widely recognized as one of the most 

prestigious venues for the presentation of scholarship on Romance linguistics, 

and attracts international participation from prominent senior scholars to 

graduate students, thereby promoting the sharing and dissemination of cutting-

edge scholarly research on theoretical and Romance linguistics.  

The 34
th

 LSRL included participation from scholars representing 

institutions in the United States, Canada, Australia, the Netherlands, France 

and Spain. The 51 presentations covered a number of areas of linguistic 

inquiry: syntax, semantics, phonetics, phonology, morphology, first and 

second language acquisition, historical linguistics, and sociolinguistics. In 

addition, the first-time parassession on laboratory approaches to Romance 

Linguistics provided valuable empirical studies on a variety of theoretical 

questions. The present volume includes 20 studies selected from among those 

presented at the conference, both theoretical and experimental, and covering 

most of the areas represented there. There were revisions to the selected 

studies, stemming from conference-based comments and discussions.  

There are several organizations and individuals that helped to make the 34
th
 

LSRL a success, and we would like to acknowledge them here. First we would 

like to thank our graduate students, Jennifer Mitchell, Aleksandra Zaba, Julia 

James, Vivian Ngai and David Hall, for their invaluable assistance in 

organizing and facilitating the conference event. At the University of Utah, we 

would like to thank the Office of the Vice President for Research, the College 

of Humanities, The Department of Linguistics, the Tanner Humanities Center 

and the Department of Languages and Literature. Thanks go also to our 

colleague, David Iannucci, who paid conference registration fees for several 

undergraduate students at the University of Utah. We would also like to thank 

the University of Utah’s Lonnie Norton, and UCSD’s Ezra Van Everbroeck, 

for their invaluable assistance with the PASHA abstract reviewing software. 



viii PREFACE 

 

 

Further thanks go to Brett Losee and Kelly Love at the Hotel Monaco for all of 

their assistance in putting on the conference. Most importantly, we must 

express our profound gratitude to the National Science Foundation, whose 

Grant No. 0344654 supported the work on which the dissemination of the 

material in this volume is based.  

We would like to thank the following individuals for reviewing abstracts 

for the 34
th

 LSRL: 

 

Raul Aranovich, William Ashby, Dalila Ayoun, Judy Bernstein, 

Ignacio Bosque, Joyce Bruhn de Garavito, Barbara Bullock, Andrea 

Calabrese, Henrietta Cedergren, Ioana Chitoran, Sonia Colina, Heles 

Contreras, Laurent Dekydtspotter, Viviane Déprez, Anne-Marie 

DiSciullo, Timothy Face, Zsuzsanna Fagyal, Jon Franco, Sonia Frota, 

Grant Goodall, Jorge Guitart, David Heap, Julia Herschensohn, 

Virginia Hill, Paul Hirschbühler, D. Eric Holt, José Ignacio Hualde, 

Haike Jacobs, Ellen Kaisse, Paula Kempchinsky, Jürgen 

Klausenburger, Marie Labelle, Juana Liceras, John Lipski, Marta 

Luján, Enrique Mallen, Diane Massam, Cecile McKee, Gary Miller, 

Jean-Pierre Montreuil, Richard Morris, Rafael Nuñez-Cedeño, 

Francisco Ocampo, Antxon Olarrea, Francisco Ordoñez, Ana Perez-

Leroux, Cecilia Poletto, Jean-Yves Pollock, Shana Poplack, Lori 

Repetti, Yves Roberge, Mario Saltarelli, Christina Schmitt, Carmen 

Silva-Corvalán, Dominique Sportiche, Jacqueline Toribio, Esther 

Torrego, Enric Vallduvi, Barbara Vance, Lydia White, Erik Willis, 

Karen Zagona, Mary Zampini, Raffaella Zanuttini. 

 

We also thank those who presented at the conference, and especially our 

invited speakers, Jean-Yves Pollock and Donca Steriade. Special thanks also to 

our colleague, Mauricio Mixco, for his public outreach lecture on Spanish 

loanwords in the indigenous languages of La Nueva México. 

Finally, we must thank Aleksandra Zaba a second time, for her assistance 

in the formatting of this volume. We would also like to thank Anke de Looper 

of John Benjamins Publishing Company for her help with thorny issues of 

formatting and editing. 
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