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PREFACE

This volume represents recent research on the structure of Romance
languages as well as studies of languages which provide significant
comparisons with Romance, such as English and Basque. The title of the
volume reflects two recurrent themes in these studies. Grammatical features
have taken on an increasingly central role in syntax and morphology,
particularly (though not exclusively) in the Minimalist framework, where
they have become crucial in acounting for basic properties of syntactic
derivations. The success of the framework depends on the adequacy of the
characterization of features, a matter which is addressed in many of these
studies. Likewise, the possibility that neither Deep Structure nor Surface
Structure exists as a grammar-internal level of representation has renewed
interest in problems of the grammar-internal interfaces. Many of the studies
in this volume are concerned with the interaction of different components of
the grammar. The studies which follow explore these and related problems in
the analysis of Romance (French, Spanish and Italian), English and Basque.

Six of the articles in the collection focus on morpho-phonological
features and their interface with syntax and semantics. These articles cover a
range of topics, from Argentinian intonation to the first language acquisition
of determiners.

Harris” “Reflections on A Phonological Grammar of Spanish” re-
examines the topic of Spanish rhotics, arguing that Saporta and Contreras’
(1962) Phonological Grammar (PG) syllabic treatment remains the most
elegant analysis, even though it is unable to accommodate certain exceptional
data. PG’s single rhotic proposal anticipates by two decades an explicit theory
of syllable structure; Harris compares PG with the *“standard generative
analysis,” concluding that PG attains greater generality in its rules.

Kaisse’s “The Long Fall: An intonational melody of Argentinian
Spanish” describes a virtually unexplored intonational pattern in Argentinian
Spanish. The pattern is investigated through a detailed examination of a
corpus recorded by Kaisse in Argentina. She provides a close acoustic
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analysis, finding two discourse contexts for it, both of which link directly to
semantics.

Klausenburger’s “The Morphologization and Grammaticalization of
French Liaison” re-examines the topic of liaison in Modern French,
proposing that it is best analyzed as prefixation of liaison consonants to the
vocalic initial stem. In reviewing the development of liaison in diachronic
terms, it highlights the centrality of morphology to the syntax and phonology
interfaces.

Lled’s “Determining the Acquisition of Determiners: On the innateness of
functional categories” deals with the innatist vs. the constructivist debate in
first language (L1) acquisition. Lleé presents new data to argue for the
innatist view. While dealing with the issue of syntactic development, she also
addresses the syntax-morphology-phonology interfaces, since at early stages
(1-2 years) of language development the three components are not clearly
differentiated.

Martinez-Gil’s “Sonority as a Primitive Phonological Feature: Evidence
from Spanish complex onset phonotactics” uses Spanish phonotactic data to
show that the notion of sonority must be a phonological primitive, not a
phenomenon derived from binary features. It also argues that the Spanish
“dilemma” of complex onset phonotactics can be resolved by redefining the
Spanish sonority hierarchy for obstruents in terms of the feature [continuant].

Saltarelli’s “The realization of number in Italian and Spanish” proposes
an analysis of nominal plurality in Spanish and Italian within an Optimality
Theory framework, taking into account both synchrony and diachrony. It
argues that the common feature of coronality (segmental for [s] and featural
for [e], [i]) characterizes number marking of nouns in Latin, Spanish ([s]) and
Italian ([e], [i]). The specific realization in the daughter languages is
determined by competing rankings of morpho-phonological constraints.

Twelve additional articles are concerned with syntactic and semantic
issues. Artiagoitia’s “Seemingly Ergative and Ergatively Seeming”
investigates a class of Basque seem-type verbs, which unexpectedly display
transitive properties, including ergative case and the transitive auxiliary.
Artiagoitia shows that these verbs are not in fact transitive, and argues that
their “seeming” transitive behavior is due to a feature, [-absolutive], which
overrides the standard mechanisms for activating ergative Case.

Bosque’s “On the Weight of Light Predicates” explores the syntax and
semantics of Spanish light verbs and light nouns. Bosque shows that these
predicates are not simply the lexical support of morphological content.
Rather, they also have several semantic properties, especially related to
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aspectual structure. Bosque demonstrates that there are distinct sub-classes
of light predicates, and extends the analysis to light nouns.

Camacho’s “On the Interpretation of Focus Features™ argues that cleft-
focus has properties distinct from other types of focus, and proposes an
account of this fact based on the syntax of a [focus] feature. In clefts, this
feature is attracted by a probe on the copular verb. Camacho then proposes
that differences between cleft focus and other kinds of focus, such as adverbs
like always, only, follow from the fact that their [focus] feature does not
delete.

Demonte and Ferndndez-Soriano’s “‘Dequeismo’ in Spanish and the
Structure and Features of CP” deals with the dialectal parameter involving the
use of de que in embedded tensed clauses. They argue that the use of de que
is a result of the parametric option of spreading CP-features across two
functional heads: CP, and a higher head.

Eguren’s “Evaluative Suffixation in Spanish and the Syntax of
Derivational Processes” develops a syntactic account of evaluative
suffixation in Spanish that is consistent with antisymmetry in syntax. The
morphological approach reduces the notions of “suffix” to head and “prefix”
to leftward adjunction. Although evaluative suffixation appears to be a
counter-example, Eguren shows that it can be accommodated
straightforwardly.

Emonds’ “The Lower Operator Position with Parasitic Gaps” proposes
that the null operator in PG constructions moves not to Spec, CP, as is
commonly assumed, but in (non-casemarked) Spec, I—and in some cases,
Spec, pp. This accounts for a number of often overlooked restrictions on the
occurrence of PGs. Among these are the tense restriction on adjunct-internal
PGs, the non-occurrence of PGs in clauses with overt subjects, and the lack of
PGs in bare adverbial participials.

Gutierrez-Rexach and Mallen’s “NP Movement and Adjective Position in
the DP Phases” deals with the issue of the syntactic distribution of adjectives
and the relationship between position and interpretation. In particular,
although the unmarked position for Spanish adjectives is postnominal, certain
adjectives may appear both pre-nominally and post-nominally, and the
position contributes to interpretation. They propose that DP 'may express two
separate phases: the predicative D phase, and a separate “propositional” D
phase, activated by the presence of Topic, Focus and Force features in DP.

Kempchinsky’s “On the Position of Preposed PPs in English and Spanish”
examines the nature of PP preposing in these two languages, and argues that
while the properties of English locative inversion follow from locality
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requirernents for satisfaction of EPP, Spanish locative inversion has properties
of A’-type movement. Kempchinsky shows that the PPs involved in these
constructions are all topics, but of different types. :

Ordéiiez and Olarrea’s “Weak Subject Pronouns in Caribbean Spanish
and XP Pied-piping” investigates the parameter which distinguishes dialects
whose subject pronouns can appear pre-verbally in interrogatives. They
analyze the phenomenon in terms of the status of these pronominals as weak
pronouns, and argue also that interrogative movement involves remnant XP
movement of the verb instead of head movement.

Sanchez’s “Discourse Topic Constraints on Left Dislocated Subjects and
CLLD Structures” examines a contrast in discourse between preverbal subject
DPs and null subjects on the one hand, and overt object DPs in Clitic Left
Dislocation (CLLD) on the other. Sdnchez proposes an account for the fact
that when overt subjects and objects compete for the same position, the
subject prevails over the object: there is an abstract operator which binds
subject agreement. This determines the default nature of subjects as topics in
discourse.

Sufier’s “The Puzzle of Restrictive Relative Clauses with Conjoined DP
Antecedents” investigates restrictive relative clauses (RRCs) with coordinated
DP antecedents (e.g. Most of the bronzes but few of the oils that were
auctioned on Saturday fetched good prices). RRCs can have coordinated
antecedents which may be preceded by a quantifier, a definite determiner, or
both. In these cases, the restrictive relative pronoun modifies the NP, but
leaves the strong determiner outside of its scope. Suifier proposes that an
obligatory deletion in the first conjunct is conditioned by the relation that
holds between the structure of the relevant sentences and the function that
they perform. '

Tellier’s “Definite Deteminers in French and Spanish: Features and
extraction” examines a parametric difference between Romance and
Germanic DPs, the possibility of WH-extracting from a definite DP in the
former (e.g. De quelle ville as-tu vu la photo?). It argues that extraction is not
simply a function of definiteness or specificity as been earlier claimed, but
rather is due to an interplay of expletive vs. lexical definite determiners, and
raising of the expletive from AgrD to D. Extending suggestions of
Longobardi and Vergnaud & Zubizarreta, Tellier clarifies the distinction
between generic and referential DPs, the role of functional categories with
DP, morpho-syntactic features, and parametric differences between Romance
and Germanic.
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We would like to thank a number of colleagues for their assistance in
serving as anonymous reviewers for articles in the volume: Judy Bernstein,
Joe Emonds, Javier Gutierrez-Rexach, Jim Harris, Ellen Kaisse, Jurgen
Klausenburger, Amaya Mendikoetxea, Antxon Olarrea, Paco Ordofiez, Jon
Ortiz de Urbina, Lisa Reed, Liliana Sanchez, Carol Stoel-Gammon, Magui
Suiier, Christine Tellier and Bernard Tranel. We also wish to convey our
thanks to the series editor, Konrad Koerner for his support, both intellectual
and technical, and to Olivia Herschensohn and Jessica Giesler for technical
assistance.

This volume is in honor of our friend and colleague, Heles Contreras.
The articles herein are inspired by his contributions to linguistic theory, and
to Romance linguistics in particular. The topics in this volume testify to the
influence that Heles’ work has had on scholarship in phonology as well as in
syntax. His observations in A Phonological Grammar of Spanish (1962)
anticipated the importance of syllable structure by twenty years. In syntax,
he has made important scholarly contributions on numerous topics. In the
last few years alone, he has researched aspects of the grammar ranging from
multiple questions, small clauses, exclamatives and relative clauses, to bare
noun phrases, non-predicative noun phrases, and extraction from noun
phrases. His work has explored such theorétical issues as binding, islands,
closed domains, subjacency, weak crossover, and properties of Merge. The
body of his work is a required preliminary reading list for anyone attempting
to explore any issue of Romance Linguistics. We find ourselves returning
time and again to his books and articles for consultation and illumination,
always increasing our scope of knowledge and clarifying issues relevant to
current theory. His more recent research in negation, subject position and
parasitic gaps has challenged traditional wisdom, leading to new lines of
investigation—as the articles herein illustrate.

But perhaps most important of all are his contributions to individual
scholars whom he has mentored for decades. Heles has been exceedingly
generous with his help to generations of linguists, providing guidance and
feedback on written and presented work in progress. His intellectual acuity
and insightful argumentation are matched by his discretion and kindness in
critical comments. We dedicate this volume to his life’s work, with love and
appreciation.
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