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Preface 

Most of the contributions to this volume were originally presented at the 26th 

International LAUD Symposium entitled "Humboldt and Whorf Revisited. 
Universal and Culture-Specific Conceptualizations in Grammar and Lexis". 
The conference was held at the Gerhard-Mercator University in Duisburg, 
Germany, from April 1-5, 1998. Thanks to the generous support by DFG 
(German Research Foundation) many internationally well-known scholars 
could participate. All papers were selected for inclusion only after a lengthy 
process of refereeing and in some cases, extensive revision. Due to the large 
number and the heterogeneity of the contributions, the organizers of the 
symposium decided to divide the accepted papers into two volumes: one 
volume dealing with "Explorations in Linguistic Relativity" edited by M. 
Pütz and M. Verspoor (to appear in the same series), and one focusing on 
"Evidence for Linguistic Relativity", the topics of which constitute the pres­
ent volume. 

The editors of this volume would like to acknowledge a great debt of 
gratitude to several persons. The volume would never have been possible 
without the willing and enthusiastic support of both the authors who wrote 
the papers that appear here and the colleagues who refereed them. We would 
like to extend our deepest gratitude to each of the following colleagues who 
read a paper for us offering valuable advice both to the contributors and to 
the editors: 

Michel Achard, Antonio Barcelona, Wallace Chafe, Stephen J. Hannahs, 
Paul J. Hopper, John E. Joseph, Sydney M. Lamb, Penny Lee, Robert E. 
MacLaury, Gary B. Palmer, Klaus-Uwe Panther, Gisela Redeker, Francisco 
J. Ruiz de Mendoza, Gunter Senft, Dan I. Slobin, Elzbieta Tabakowska, 
John R. Taylor, and Friedrich Ungerer. 

Beyond these, we would like to thank the organizing LAUD team of the 
symposium, in particular Tatjana Pawlow-Wroblewski, Ingke Carstens, and 
Jörg Behrndt. Special thanks are due to Birgit Smieja, who - once again -
did a marvelous job in designing the layout of the book and in taking care of 
correction work, indexing, and the laser print-out. Finally, we would like to 
thank Ms. Bertie Kaal of Benjamins, Amsterdam for her kind assistance and 
cooperation with this venue. 

Bremen and Duisburg, December 1999 

Susanne Niemeier (University of Bremen) 
René Dirven (Gerhard-Mercator University Duisburg) 
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