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FOREWORD 

Minimalism, justifiably thought of as a generative framework 'in the making', 
thus, in a sense, as a parameter of linguistic theory, originates with work by 
Noam Chomsky in the late 1980s, which spans the 1990s (cf. The Minimalist 
Program—Minimalist Inquiries—Derivation by Phase), and has triggered in 
response numerous proposals consistent with or alternative to tendencies it 
follows or anticipates. The wide variety of'parallel' proposals is illustrated in 
the present volume of articles deriving from papers read at the "Challenges of 
Minimalism" session of the Open Linguistic Forum (OLF), held in Ottawa, 
21-23 March 1997. The Ottawa meeting of OLF (which started out as a 
graduate student initiative) attracted a wide audience, with international 
participation. The program included keynote addresses by Mark Baker, Denis 
Bouchard and Howard Lasnik, as well as twenty regular papers and six poster 
presentations. 

For assistance with an optimal selection of conference abstracts and/or for 
reviews of submitted articles thanks should go to Zeljko Boskovic (University 
of Connecticut), Denis Bouchard (Université du Québec à Montréal), Réjean 
Canac Marquis (Simon Fraser University), Andrew Carnie (University of 
Arizona), Marcel den Dikken (City University of New York), Nigel Duffield 
(McGill University), Eithne Guilfoyle (University of Calgary), Hisatsugu 
Kitahara (Keio University), Virginia Motapanyane (University of New 
Brunswick, St. John), Kumiko Murasugi (Carleton University), Robert Orr 
(University of Ottawa), Anna Maria di Sciullo (Université du Québec à 
Montréal), John B. Whitman (Cornell University), Ewa Willim (Jagiellonian 
University, Krakow), C. Jan-Wouter Zwart (University of Groningen). 

OLF-Ottawa was sponsored by the School of Graduate Studies and 
Research and the Faculty of Arts, University of Ottawa; the conference site 
was managed by the Graduate Student Association-Linguistics. Editorial 
work on the resulting volume was in part voluntary, and in part funded 
through faculty SSHRCC grant #410-97-0242 in the name of María Louisa 
Rivero. Helen Goodluck and Paul Hirschbühler were instrumental in fur­
thering the project, also Philip Hauptman. Former and present graduate 
students provided stylistic recommendations (Margarete Ling, Melanie Sellar, 
Gerard Van Herk, James Walker), data verification, comments of content, and 
technical solutions (Anna Monica Boron, Rodica Diaconescu, Stéphane J. 
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Goyette, Angélique Kotsopoulos, Laura Proctor, Alona Soschen, Bettina 
Spreng). Enrique Astorga and the University of Ottawa Computing Services 
offered useful advice. Peach Microsystems took care of printing supplies and 
equipment upgrades. 

In conclusion, the support of two other people should be acknowledged: 
Anke de Looper, who enlisted the project on behalf of the Publisher, and 
E.F.K. Koerner, CILT Series Editor of long standing, who stayed with it from 
day-one. 

The present volume is the product of a variety of contributions over a 
length of time, and it is to be hoped that the effort invested is proportionate to 
the result. 

Ottawa, May 2001 
The Editors 
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