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PREFACE 

The present collection of papers largely represents current generative research in 
South Slavic syntax and formal grammar. Many of the papers were presented, or are 
development of papers presented, at the 1st and 2nd conference on 'Formal 
Approaches to South Slavic Languages' (FASSL 1 and 2) held in, respectively, 
Plovdiv (1995) and Sofia (1997). The editors want to express their gratitude to the 
sponsors of these conferences (the Open Society Foundation, Sofia, The Norwegian 
Research Council, and the Batouwe Foundation, Liechtenstein) and to the organizers 
(Plovdiv University, by Dr. Iliyana Krapova, and the New Bulgarian University, by 
Prof. Ivan Kasabov) for thereby contributing to creating a forum for interaction 
between researchers in the field. 

We thank the publisher John Benjamins, and in particular the General Editor of 
the series Current Issues in Linguistic Theory, Prof. E. F. Konrad Koerner, and Ms. 
Anke de Looper, for their enthusiastic support and constructive cooperation 
throughout the process of producing this volume. Our special thanks go to Liliana 
Serbezova and Kaja Borthen in the Linguistics Department of NTNU for their help 
with producing the manuscript as an electronic file. We also thank Historisk 
Filosofisk fakultet at NTNU for financial support towards this production, and the 
departments of Linguistics and English for their help and support. 

Among our colleagues, we especially want to thank Prof. Henk van Riemsdijk, 
Tilburg University, for promoting research in the present field through the project 
'Language Typology' organized by the European Science Foundation, and 
contributing in many ways towards the constitution of the FASSL conferences. We 
also want to thank our anonymous referees for their comments and advice on the 
submitted papers. 
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