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In troduction 

The Twe lfth Inte rna tiona l Confe re nce  on His torica l Linguis tics  took pla ce  a t 

the  Unive rs ity o f Ma nche s te r, Engla nd, be twe e n 13 a nd 18 Augus t 1995. This  

b ie nnia l confe re nce  is  the  ma jor fo rum for the  pre s e nta tion o f wo rk in progre s s  

in the  fie ld o f dia chronic linguis tics , and provide s  a  snapshot o f the  dis cipline  

a t the  time  at wh ic h it is  he ld. Eight ple na ry ta lks  we re  give n during the  

confe re nce , a nd the  fina l day was  give n ove r to three  works hops : "Cha nge s  in 

nume ra l s ys te ms ", orga nize d by Jadranka  Gvozda novic; "S ynta ctic change  in 

cros s -linguis tic pe rs pe ctive ", orga nize d by Lyle  Ca mpbe ll a nd Alic e  Ha rris ; 

a nd "The  influe nce  o f the  Hansa  and Lo w Ge rma n on Europe a n la ngua ge s ", 

orga nize d by La ura  Wrigh t a nd Erns t Hå kon Jahr. Howe ve r, the  ma jority o f 

papers  a t the  confe re nce  we re  give n in the  gene ra l sess ions . The  pre sent 

volume s  conta in se lected papers  fro m these  sess ions , wh ic h occupie d mos t o f 

the  firs t four days . In this  volume , we  present those  papers  wh ic h de a l with the  

Ge rma nic languages . The  compa nion volume conta ins  papers  on ge ne ra l prob­

le ms  in his torica l linguis tics  a nd s pe cific s tudies  o f non-Ge rma nic languages . 

The  qua lity a nd bre a dth o f the  abs tracts  s ubmitte d for the  ge ne ra l pro­

gra mme necess ita ted four pa ra lle l sessions  throughout the  confe re nce . As  a t 

pre vious  ICHLs the re  was  dis ce rnible  pre domina nce  o f papers  on topics  re la te d 

to the  his tory o f Englis h , but as  is  note d in the  compa nion volume the re  is  a lso 

a n e ncoura ging g rowth o f dive rs ity. This  is  re fle cte d for e xa mple  in the  pape r 

by Ma rtin Eha la  on "Ho w a  ma n changed a  pa rame te r va lue " wh ic h compares  

changes  o f wo rd orde r in O ld Englis h with some re ma rka ble  changes  in 

twe ntie th-ce ntury Es tonia n. S imila rly, Young-me e  Yu Cho, in "La ngua ge  

change  as  re ra nking o f cons tra ints " ana lyzes  a nd compares  the  oppos itions  r /0 

in Englis h a nd n/0 in Kore a n in orde r to demons tra te  how Optima lity The ory 

ca n ha ndle  such language  change  in a  princ ip le d ma nne r ove r dive rs e  

languages . Two papers  dea l with Ge rma nic languages  wh ic h are  not wide ly 

s tudie d. The  firs t o f these , Ka te  Burridge 's  "F ro m moda l a uxilia ry to le xica l 

ve rb ", looks  at the  his tory o f moda l ve rbs  in the  va rie ty o f P e nns ylva nia  

Ge rma n s poke n by the  Me nnonite  community in Wa te rloo County, Onta rio a nd 

in pa rticula r the  s e mi-gra mma tica lize d ve rb wotte  wh ic h has  be come 

re le xica lize d. The  second pape r, "La ngua ge  change  in progre s s " by Ed ith 
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Ra idt, is  a  fa s cina ting s tudy o f the  process  o f morphologica l e ros ion in the  

la ngua ge  o f mothe r tongue  speakers  o f Dutch who e migra te d to S outh Afric a  

a fte r 1945 wh ic h sheds  ligh t on the  e ighte e nth-ce ntury e volu tion o f Cape  

Du tch in to Afrika a ns . 

S te pping ba ck furthe r in time  and to more  ge ne ra l topics , but ones  wh ic h 

are  a  cons ta nt fe a ture  o f e ve ry IC HL, the re  are  two papers  wh ic h de a l e xp lic tly 

e ithe r with the  his tory o f Ge rma nic or with a  pa n-Ge rma nic compa ris on o f 

linguis tic s tructure s . The  pre -his tory o f Ge rma nic is  discussed in J ohn Hutton 's  

"The  de ve lopme nt o f secondary stress  in O ld Eng lis h", in wh ic h he  argues  tha t 

s econda ry stress  in O ld Englis h was  non-cyclic (in contra s t to Ge rma nic 

s econda ry s tress) a nd tha t this  was  due  to changes  in the  de riva tiona l morpho l­

ogy o f Ge rma nic. Mu rie l Norde , in "Gra mma tica hza tion ve rsus  re a na lys is ", 

offe rs  a  b ird 's  eye  vie w o f the  ma jor possess ive  cons tructions  found in the  

conte mpora ry Ge rma nic languages  a nd discusses  the ir h is torica l e volu tion in 

te rms  o f gra mma tica hza tion and re a na lys is . A furthe r pape r o f ge ne ra l inte re s t 

is  Kimbe rle y Fa rra r's  "S ome cons tra ints  on the  borrowa bility o f s ynta ctic 

fea ture s  (a nd wh y none  o f the m wo rk)", wh ic h argues  tha t such borrowa bility 

is  he a vily conte xt-de pe nde nt, the  critica l fe a ture  be ing the  s ocia l s e tting in 

wh ic h the  borrowing occurs . 

This  re fe re nce  to s ocia l s e tting is  a  re minde r tha t his torica l s ociolinguis tics  

fe a ture d s trongly in the  twe lfth IC HL. Perhaps  the  mos t obvious  re pre s e nta tive  

o f this  a pproa ch is  "Re cons tructing the  s ocia l dime ns ion o f language  cha nge ", 

in wh ic h Te rttu Ne va la ine n a nd He le na  Ra umolin-Brunbe rg re port on a  

de ta ile d s tudy o f such va ria ble s  as  you/ye  a nd which/the  which in Rena issance  

Englis h , corre la ting the  va ria tions  with quite  precis e  aspects  o f s ocia l s ta tus . 

S till with Englis h , S ha ron Mille r, in "La ngua ge  pre s cription: a  success  in 

fa ilure 's  c lo th ing? ", a rgues  pe rs ua s ive ly for a  more  s ophis tica te d unde rs ta nding 

o f pre s crip tivis m wh ic h severs  the  lin k be twe e n pre s cription a nd the  s ta nda rd 

la ngua ge . Mo vin g to Ge rma n, in "P honologica l s implifica tion vs . s tylis tic 

d iffe re ntia tion in the  his tory o f Ge rma n wo rd s tre s s ", Elke  Ronne be rge r-S ibold 

argues  tha t na tive  speakers  have  pre s e rve d two rule  sys tems , one  na tive , the  

othe r non-na tive , in orde r to a llow the  pos s ibility o f s tylis tic a nd pra gma tic 

va ria tion ofte n a s socia ted with fa ctors  such as  s ocia l pre s tige . 

Two papers  de a l e xclus ive ly with s e ma ntics , na me ly Xa vie r De ke ys e r's  

"Los s  o f proto typica l me a nings  in the  his tory o f Englis h semantics  or s e ma ntic 

re de ployme nt", wh ic h cons ide rs  the  de ve lopme nt in words  such as  fare  whe re  

the  core  me a ning has  been los t but more  pe riphe ra l me a nings  ha ve  be e n 
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re ta ine d, a nd Be a trice  Wa rre n's  "Wha t is  me tonymy? ", in wh ic h she  argues  

tha t me tonymic s hift is  conte xtua lly de te rmine d and ne ce s s a rily a brupt. The re  

are  ra the r more  papers  on s ynta x. In "P os t-ve rba l comple me nts  in O ld E n g lis h " 

Susan P intzuk a rgues , with the  s upport o f much da ta , tha t VO wo rd orde r wa s  

introduce d into O ld Englis h in the  n in th ce ntury a nd was  in compe tition with 

O V for a t leas t the  re ma inde r o f the  pe riod. Bo th Jack Hoe ks e ma a nd Ton va n 

de r Woude n, in "O n the  (non)los s  o f pola rity s e ns itivity" and "O n the  de ve lop­

me nt o f ma rke d ne ga tion s ys te ms " re s pe ctive ly, discuss  issues  s urrounding 

ne ga tion s tructure s  in Dutch . Morphos ynta ctic proble ms in Englis h dia le cts  

fo rm the  focus  o f Ca rol Cha pma n's  "A s ubje ct-ve rb agreement h ie ra rchy" in 

wh ic h she  argues  tha t an e xplic it hie ra rchy o f subject type s , based on 

agreement re la tions hips , is  re quire d. 

Bo th Die te r Ka s tovs ky and Wolfga ng Wurze l dea l with morphologica l 

ma tte rs , a lbe it in ve ry diffe re nt conte xts . In "Morpho log ica l re s tructuring" 

Ka s tovs ky looks  a t the  ra dica l changes  in in fle xiona l ve rb morphology in the  

O ld a nd Mid d le  Englis h pe riods , whils t Wurze l's  pape r, "O n the  de ve lopme nt 

o f incorpora ting s tructure s  in Ge rma n", discusses  in de ta il a n incre a s ingly 

importa nt class  o f ve rbs  in Mode rn Ge rma n. A lin k be twe e n morphology a nd 

phonology is  e s ta blis he d by the  paper "S e ma ntic s ta bility in de riva tiona lly 

re la te d words ", in wh ic h Rena te  Ra ffe ls ie fe n a rgues , with e vide nce  fro m both 

Ge rma n a nd Englis h , tha t s emantic s ta bility be twe e n e tymologica lly-re la te d 

words  is  pre s e rve d ove r time  only if phonologica l re la tions hips  re ma in 

tra ns pa re nt a t surface  le ve l. Arja n va n Le uve ns te in's  "Vo we l va ria tion in 

P roto-Ge rma nic ai in 16th and 17th-ce ntury Ho lla n d " provide s  a  close  s tudy o f 

dia le cta l va ria tion in e a rly mode rn Dutch dia le cts . P honologica l change  is  a lso 

the  topic o f Be tty P h illip s ' "Wo rd fre que ncy and le xica l d iffus ion in Englis h 

stress  s h ifts ", in wh ic h she  shows tha t the  re la tions hip be twe e n change  a nd 

wo rd fre que ncy is  more  comple x tha n is  ofte n thought, but neve rthe le s s  

s us ce ptible  to inte re s ting ge ne ra liza tions . 

P h illip s ' pa pe r, like  seve ra l othe rs  me ntione d a bove , for e xa mple  those  by 

Ne va la ine n & Ra umolin-Brunbe rg and P intzuk, makes  fru itfu l use  o f corpora -

based te chnique s , a nd this  is  a lso a  fea ture  o f Joyce  Ta ng Boyla nd 's  "A corpus  

s tudy o f would + have  + pa s t-pa rticiple " in wh ic h she  shows tha t would a nd 

have  are  be coming incre a s ingly ins e pa ra ble , e s pe cia lly in less  fo rma l conte xts . 

These  be ne ficia l uses  o f his torica l corpora  ma ke  it a ppropria te  tha t we  s hould 

conclude  this  s urve y with the  paper "Ba ckda ting the  Englis h Cons tra int 

Gra mma r Parser for the  a na lys is  o f Englis h his torica l te xts " by Me rja  Kytö a nd 
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Atro Voutila ine n , whos e  clea r dis cus s ion o f the  a pplica tion o f a n a utoma tic 

pa rse r de s igne d for conte mpora ry Englis h to te xts  o f an e a rlie r pe riod is  

e nlighte ning e ve n fo r those  unfa milia r with the  te chnique s  o f pa rs ing te xtua l 

corpora . 

The  Ma nche s te r IC HL re fle cte d the  curre nt he a lth o f dia chronic linguis tics . 

The re  we re  more  papers  a nd more  pa rticipa nts  tha n a t pas t confe re nce s , a nd the  

dis cus s ion cove re d a  broa de r range  o f languages  tha n hithe rto . At some 

pre vious  IC HLs , it has  be e n pos s ible  to is ola te  a  pa rticula r the ore tica l or 

me thodologica l pre occupa tion wh ic h has  domina te d much o f the  confe re nce ; 

but the  ove ra ll impre s s ion to be  ga ine d fro m the  Ma nche s te r me e ting wa s  one  

o f s timula ting dive rs ity — the  dis cipline  appears  to be  moving fo rwa rd on 

ma ny fronts  s imulta ne ous ly, ye t withou t los ing focus . The re  we re  othe r 

plea sure s  to be  ha d, too . The  c ity re nowne d as  the  ra in ca pita l o f Brita in ba s ke d 

in a  he a twa ve  throughout the  confe re nce , the re by e nha ncing the  s ocia l 

progra mme , wh ic h include d trips  to the  La ke  Dis tric t a nd to ne a rby s ta te ly 

home s , a  me a l a t a  Che s hire  ba nque ting ha ll, and re ce ptions  orga nize d by the  

C ity o f Ma nche s te r (in the  Vic to ria n Gothic s ple ndour o f the  To wn Ha ll) a nd 

the  Unive rs ity o f Ma nche s te r. Nig e l Vince nt, who pre s ide d ove r the  con­

fe re nce , is  to be  congra tula te d on orga nizing one  o f the  mos t s ucce s s ful IC HLs 

to da te . 

We s hould like  to tha nk the  fo llo win g frie nds  a nd colle a gue s  fo r the ir 

ass is tance  in the  pre pa ra tion o f this  vo lume : J .C. S mith a nd De lia  Be ntle y (the  

e ditors  o f the  compa nion vo lume ), Da vid De nis on (who gave  much-ne e de d 

a dvice  a nd la rge  a mounts  o f time  in re s olving proble ms in the  pre pa ra tion o f 

the  ma nus cript), S tephanie  Du ffy (who unde rtook much o f the  inde xing), 

Rica rdo Be rmúde z-Ote ro, Ke rs ti Börja rs , Ka te  Burridge , Ca rol Cha pma n, B ill 

Croft, Ala n Crus e , Ma rtin Durre ll, Jona than Hope , J ohn Hu tton , Ans  va n 

Ke me na de , Wille m Koopma n, Roge r La s s , Mike  Ma cMa hon , Donka  Min ko va , 

Chris tophe r Mc C u lly, Susan P intzuk a nd Nig e l Vince nt. 

Richa rd Hogg 

Lin d a  va n Be rge n 

Ma nche s te r 

Fe brua ry 1998 
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