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Naomi S. Baron is Professor of Linguistics and Director of the Summer
TESOL Institute at the American University in Washington D.C. Former
Guggenheim Fellow and past president of the Semiotic Society of America, she
has taught at Brown University, Emory University and Southwestern University.
Her research focuses on language acquisition in children, language in social
context, the evolution of writing, and the historical development of English.
Author of five books, including Growing Up With Language: How Children
Learn to Talk, Computer Languages: A Guide for the Perplexed and Speech,
Writing and Sign, Professor Baron is currently writing a book on the effects of
technology on spoken and written language.

Bob Borsley is Senior Lecturer in the Linguistics Department of the University
of Wales, Bangor, U.K. His main interest is syntactic theory, and he has written
extensively on English, Welsh, Breton and Polish syntax. He is author of a
syntax textbook: Syntactic Theory: A Unified Approach (Edward Arnold). He is
also co-editor of Journal of Linguistics.

Philip Carr is Senior Lecturer in Linguistics in the Department of English
Literary and Linguistic Studies at Newcastle University. His interests lie in the
areas of phonological theory and the philosophy of linguistics. His book
Linguistic Realities (Cambridge University Press, 1990) addresses issues in the
philosophy of science as they relate to generative linguistics, and issues
concerning the ontological status of linguistic objects. His textbook Phonology
(Macmillan, 1993) is an introduction to current work in generative phonology.
He is currently working on an undergraduate textbook on English phonetics and
phonology (to be published by Blackwell) and is co-writing a book with N.
Burton-Roberts on I-language and the ontology of phonology.

David Fleming is a doctoral student in rhetoric in the English Department at
Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. His dissertation
examines the role of discourse (narrative, argument, conversation and written
text) in the practical and social activity of student designers. His background
includes work in literary studies, composition and rhetorical theory.
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Rom Harré is Emeritus Fellow of Linacre College in Oxford University. He is
Professor in the Department of Psychology at Georgetown University,
Washington D.C., and Adjunct Professor of Social and Behavioral Sciences at
Binghamton University.

Roy Harris, Honorary Fellow of St Edmund Hall, Oxford, was born in 1931
and educated at Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, Bristol. After reading Modern
Languages at Oxford, he pursued research in comparative Romance linguistics
there, and subsequently in general linguistics at the School of Oriental and
African Studies, University of London. He was successively Professor of the
Romance Languages (1976-7) and of General Linguistics (1978-88) at Oxford,
and Professor of English Language (1988-91) at the University of Hong Kong.
He has also taught in the United States and France. He is the founder-editor of
the journal Language and Communication.

Anthony Holiday teaches philosophy in the School of Government at the
University of the Western Cape, South Africa. His book Moral Powers
(Routledge, 1988) attempts to derive an ethical theory from a reflection on the
relationship between Wittgenstein’s philosophy of language and Marxist
philosophy of history. He has published papers on Wittgenstein’s thought and on
philosophical semantics, and has a particular interest in the implications of
political theory for moral philosophy.

John E. Joseph succeeded Roy Harris as Professor of English Language and
General Linguistics and Head of the Department of English at the University of
Hong Kong. His publications cover a range of topics in language
standardisation, Romance historical syntax and the history of linguistics, and
include the books Eloquence and Power (1987), Ideologies of Language (co-
edited with T.J. Taylor, 1990), and Linguistic Theory and Grammatical
Description (co-edited with F.G. Droste, 1991). He has recently completed a
new translation of Plato’s Cratylus, to be published in conjunction with a book
situating Plato’s theory of language within the broader framework of Western
linguistic thought.

Nigel Love read Modern Languages at Magdalen College, Oxford, and
subsequently held a junior research fellowship at Wolfson College. He has taught
English in France and French in Jamaica, and is currently Associate Professor
and Head of the Department of Linguistics at the University of Cape Town.
Topics he has written on include Welsh phonology, the work of J.L. Austin, and
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the linguistic theory implied by procedures of statutory interpretation. He is editor
of the journal Language Sciences.

Frederick J. Newmeyer is Professor of Linguistics at the University of
Washington. He is the author of English Aspectual Verbs (Mouton, 1975),
Linguistic Theory in America (Academic Press, 1980), Grammatical Theory
(University of Chicago Press, 1983), The Politics of Linguistics (University of
Chicago Press, 1986) and Generative Linguistics: An Historical Perspective
(Routledge, 1995). He edited the four-volume Linguistics: The Cambridge
Survey (Cambridge University Press, 1988). From 1989 to 1994 he was
Secretary-Treasurer of the Linguistic Society of America.

David R. Olson is Professor at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.
He has held Fellowships at Harvard’s Center for Cognitive Studies and
Stanford’s Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences. He is a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and holds an honorary doctorate from the
University of Gothenburg, Sweden. His latest book, The World on Paper: The
Conceptual and Cognitive Implications of Writing and Reading was published by
Cambridge University Press in 1994.

Trevor Pateman was born in 1947, studied philosophy, politics and
economics at Oxford and since 1979 has taught at the University of Sussex,
where he is now Reader in Education. His essay “Communicating with
Computer Programs” appeared as the first article in the first issue (1981) of
Language and Communication. His defence of Chomskyan linguistics in
Language in Mind and Language in Society (Oxford University Press, 1987)
includes an engagement with Roy Harris’s work.

John Soren Pettersson was born in 1961 and holds a BA in mathematics as
well as a licentiate in general linguistics from Uppsala University, his thesis for
which was a critique of evolutionary accounts of writing. He has also written on
the origin of writing, writing and phonetic concepts, learning to read and write,
and numerical notations.

John R. Taylor has taught in Germany and South Africa, and is currently in
the Linguistics Section, University of Otago, New Zealand. He is author of
Linguistic Categorization (Oxford University Press, 1989), and has published
widely on topics in semantics and cognitive linguistics.
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George Wolf took his B.A. in French at Columbia University, and his
doctorate in General Linguistics at Oxford. He is currently Associate Professor of
French at the University of New Orleans. He has edited and translated a
collection of essays by the French linguist Michel Bréal, on whose concept of
semantics he is now writing a book, has edited New Departures in Linguistics
(Garland, 1992), and is collaborating with Eisuke Komatsu on an edition and
translation of student notes to the first and second of Saussure’s courses on
general linguistics (Pergamon, 1996, and forthcoming).
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