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AUTHOR'S PREFACE vii 

realised early in the century, linguistic change is largely teleological. 
A third idea is that everything is significant. Irregular morphology is not just 

a nuisance, or an anachronism: it is a clue to linguistic evolution and to the subtle 
and subconscious operations of linguistic processes. The affixes added to IE 
present stems (e.g reduplication, yod, -n, -sk, etc.) to form the well known 
morphological categories of IE verb classes are not just there to create classes, 
they mark subtle adjustments of Aktionsart that can only be understood if one 
understands why these adjustments are necessary. 

A fourth, and very novel idea, is that linguistic systems are stratified. 
Jakobson's studies in child language and aphasia showed that certain parts of 
phonological systems are learned last in childhood, and lost first in aphasia. 
Guillaume's concept of chronogenesis proposes that verbal systems are likewise 
stratified, and that the more complex forms, such as the indicatives, represent 
complex cognitive contrasts that are built out of the simpler contrasts that are 
found in participles and subjunctives. This insight into the nature of verbal 
systems has been an enormously powerful tool in the preparation of this work. 

Much of what is in these chapters is not new; it is old ground that has already 
been well trodden. What is new is the attempt to see all the languages of the IE 
phylum as sharing variants of the same fundamental cognitive contrasts, and to 
trace this coherence, this fundamental unity, through both history and prehistory. 
In short, we have attempted to conceive of tense and aspect as similar basic 
elements of the verbal system of a dozen related language families over a period 
of at least four thousand years. 

We would like to thank all those who have taken an interest in this work, 
especially those who attended the initial seminar. Several of our graduate 
students helped us as informants on their native languages: C. Lefsanjani 
(Albanian), Christa Lietz (German), Dr. Snezana Milovanovic (Serbian), Valeri 
Vassiliev (Russian). We are also grateful to Dr. Milovanovic and Lawrence 
Greening for the formatting and organisation of the score of computer files as 
they went through various stages of editing. 

We would also like to thank all those who have read drafts or sections of 
this work, and given us valuable input: Henning Andersen, Robert M. Jones, Ian 
Hughes, Derek Nurse, Harold Paddock, Aleks Steinbergs, Snezana Milovanovic, 
Valeri Vassiliev. 

St. John's, Newfoundland 
October 1996 

John Hewson 
Vit Bubenik 
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