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Foreword 

The 9th International Conference on Historical Linguistics took place in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, USA from August 14 to 18, 1989. The Conference was 
hosted by Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey and was organized with the 
assistance of the Office of the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and the 
Department of Linguistics. ICHL 9 was attended by 141 linguists from 26 countries; 
117 papers on a wide range of historical linguistic topics were delivered in parallel 
sections. The abstracts of papers presented at the Conference were submitted for 
assessment to a committee (Henning Andersen, Dorothy Disterheft, Marinel Ger­
ritsen, Robert Jeffers, Jaap van Marie) prior to the Conference and the final decision 
as to which papers should be included in the program was based on the committee's 
recommendations. 

The present volume contains a selection of papers read at the general sessions 
of ICHL 9. The Conference program also included two Special Topics Workshops: a 
workshop on Internal and External Factors in Syntactic Change organized by Marinel 
Gerritsen and Dieter Stein; and a workshop on Latin and the Romance Languages in 
the Middle Ages organized by Roger Wright. Papers from the two workshops have 
been published separately. The workshops significantly enhanced the Conference and 
I want to thank Marinel, Dieter and Roger for their gracious cooperation and for 
immense efforts expended on the mounting of these special sessions. 

The success of ICHL 9 was due in large part to the extraordinary level of eco­
nomic, practical and moral support that was provided by the Rutgers Administration 
and by many of my individual colleagues and associates at Rutgers. In particular, I 
want to acknowledge here the generous financial support of consecutive Deans of the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Tilden Edelstein and Richard McCormick; Provost Paul 
Leath; James Reed, Dean of Rutgers College; James Johnson, University Director of 
International Programs; Carl Kirschner, Chair of the Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese; and my colleagues in the Department of Linguistics. 

Countless individuals also gave selflessly of their time and energy to this 
project. Among them, Seth Gopin deserves special mention for lending his unique 
talents to the planning and implementation of the Conference's very successful Wed­
nesday afternoon excursions to New York City. Two people, however, deserve the 
largest share of the credit for the professional and efficient management of ICHL 9. 
For more than a year, Jill Millerand and Jean Mecka labored energetically and intel­
ligently on all aspects of the Conference. Their commitment to this project was total 
and enthusiastic, and far above the call of duty. They have earned my most sincere 
gratitude and my everlasting respect. 
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Jean Mecka deserves an additional expression of appreciation for her extra­
ordinary contribution to the preparation of this volume. We confronted many unex­
pected technical problems in our attempts to prepare camera-ready copy for the pub­
lisher; Jean's tenacity, creativity and common sense in the effort to provide possible 
solutions to those problems was remarkable. 

I must express my regrets here for the unfortunate delay in the appearance of 
this volume, a delay which was occasioned by the necessity for me to attend to 
calamitous occurrences in my personal life. I am most grateful to Henning Andersen 
for his role in bringing about the collaboration between me and Henk Aertsen that 
made possible the completion of this project this year. Henk's efforts over the past 
several months on behalf of the publication of this volume have been heroic. I owe 
him an enormous debt of gratitude, as do the volume's authors, for his expertise, his 
labor and his great generosity. Finally, I take this opportunity to express heartfelt 
thanks to the contributors to this volume for their exceptional patience and under­
standing. 

Robert J. Jeffers 
Rutgers University 
October 1992 

Just before the present volume went to press, I was informed of the passing away of 
my co-editor, Robert Jeffers. He wrote the above Foreword in October 1992 when 
we met in New York to discuss various editorial matters with regard to "our" book. 
Not very long after that meeting it became apparent that he had the same disease that 
had killed his partner a year earlier; in December he was hospitalized and on May 2, 
1993, he died. 

Robert Jeffers will be remembered by those who knew him as a fine Sanskritist 
and historical linguist, and he will live on in our memories through his publications, 
of which the present volume is the last. I dedicate this volume, the proceedings of the 
conference he organized, to his memory. 

Henk Aertsen 
Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam 
May 1993 



Contents 

List of Participants xi 

E.F. Konrad Koerner 
The Natural Science Background to the Development of Historical-
Comparative Linguistics 1 

Henk Aertsen 
The Lexicon and Linguistic Change 25 

Kenneth R. Andrews 
The Semantic Development of can and could from Old English to 
the Present 37 

Emanuele Banfi 
Latin System's enérgeia vs. Greek System's argía: 
A Problem of Linguistic Change Theory 47 

Brigitte Bauer 
The Coalesence of the Participle and the Gerund/Gerundive: 
An Integrated Change 59 

Laurel J. Brinton 
Episode Boundary Markers in Old English Discourse 73 

Lyle Campbell 
On Proposed Universals of Grammatical Borrowing 91 

Robert Coleman 
Patterns of Syncretism in Indo-European 111 

Hubert Gburek 
A Morphonological Rule for the Past Tense Formation of Irregular 
English Verbs 119 

Ives Goddard 
Contamination in Morphological Change in Algonquian Languages 129 



viii CONTENTS 

Louis Goossens 
The Rise of a New Conceptualization Pattern: Old English lippe, weler, 
tunge and     with Reference to Linguistic Action 141 

Pascale Hadermann 
Les résultats de ubi et unde dans l'histoire du français (avec une 
considération particulière de l'ancien et du moyen français) 155 

Susan C. Herring 
Aspectogenesis in South Dravidian: On the Origin of the 'Compound 
Continuative' KONTIRU 167 

Masataka Ishikawa 
Diachronic Syntax and Information Packaging: 
Remarks on Unstressed Pronouns in Old Spanish 187 

Stephanie Jamison 
Determining the Synchronic Syntax of a Dead Language 211 

Keiko Kaminashi 
Open Syllable Lengthening in Middle English 221 

Ans van Kemenade 
Syntactic Changes in Late Middle English 235 

Ans de Kok, 
Sur l'origine de l'emploi des formes toniques du pronom personnel 
régime avant les formes verbales non finies (infinitives ou participiales) 
en ancien français 249 

Silvia Luraghi 
Verb Serialization and Word Order: Evidence from Hittite 267 

Martin Maiden 
The Role of Paradigms in the Phonetic Detail of Sound Change 283 

Maria Manoliu-Manea 
From Staging Strategies to Syntax: 
Clitic-Copying and Prepositional Direct Objects in Romanian 297 

Jaap van Marie & Caroline Smits 
The Inflectional Systems of Overseas Dutch 313 



CONTENTS ix 

Marianne Mithun 
Reconstructing the Unidentified 329 

Elda Morlicchio 
Zur Geschichte der Distanzstellung im Deutschen: 
Die Urkunden des 13. Jahrhunderts 349 

Stephen J. Nagle 
Double Modals in Early English 363 

Edith Raidt 
The Role of Women in Linguistic Change 371 

Pieter van Reenen & Astrid Wijnands 
Early Diphthongization of Palatalized West Germanic [u:]: 
The Spelling uy in Middle Dutch 389 

Lori Repetti 
A Moraic Model of the Diachronic Development of Long Vowels and 
Falling Diphthongs in Friulian 417 

Lene Schøsler 
Did "Aktionsart" Ever "Compensate" Verbal Aspect in Old and Middle 
French? 429 

Michael Shapiro 
Drift as an Organic Outcome of Type 449 

John Victor Singler 
An African-American Linguistic Enclave: Tense and Aspect in Liberian 
Settler English 457 

Henry Smith 
Linking Changes in Icelandic 467 

Sarah Thomason 
Coping with Partial Information in Historical Linguistics 485 

Uthaiwan Wong-opasi 
The Effects of the Yod on the Vocalic and Consonantal Systems: 
From Latin to Spanish 497 



x CONTENTS 

Index of Languages (Language Families, Dialects) 525 

Index of Names 529 


	Table of contents
	Foreword
	Table of contents

