
Table of contents

Pages v–vi of
Realism and Individualism: Charles S. Peirce and the
Threat of Modern Nominalism
Mateusz W. Oleksy
[Bochumer Studien zur Philosophie, 55] 2015. ix, 350 pp.

© John Benjamins Publishing Company

This electronic file may not be altered in any way. For any reuse of this material written permission
should be obtained from the publishers or through the Copyright Clearance Center
(for USA: www.copyright.com).

For further information, please contact rights@benjamins.nl or consult our website at
benjamins.com/rights

John Benjamins Publishing Company

Bochum
er Studien zur Philosophie

55

https://doi.org/10.1075/bsp.55.toc

https://doi.org/10.1075/bsp.55.toc
https://doi.org/10.1075/bsp.55
https://doi.org/10.1075/bsp.55
https://doi.org/10.1075/bsp
https://www.copyright.com/
https://benjamins.com/rights


Table of contents

About the author vii

Abbreviations ix

Introduction 1

1. Modesty v. presumption. Peirce in search a�er a subtle equilibrium 2

2. Overview 7

chapter 1

Scholastic realism and the coming of the age of individualism 15

1. Peirce’s realisms in a historical perspective 15

2. Back to Scotus in search of the philosophy for modern science 18

 2.1 Scholastic problem of universals 21

 2.2 Scotistic solution to the problem of universals 24

3. Peirce’s reception of Scotus 30

 3.1 Why Peirce prefers Scotus to Ockham 35

4. Scholastic realism from a semeiotic perspective 42

5. �e problem of individualism 48

6. �e nominalist impact on Peirce – controversy over formalities 53

 6.1 Peirce’s reception of Ockham’s logic 58

7. �e clash of worldviews 66

chapter 2

Crusade against modern nominalism 73

1. Pre-history of modern nominalism 74

2. Modern nominalism as a system of ideas 79

3. Modern nominalism I: A conceited young man and his companions 85

4. Modern nominalism II: 17th c. theory of ideas 96

 4.1 Holistic theory of perception 99

 4.2 Holistic arguments against classical empiricism 107

5. Modern nominalism III: Kant and the theory of categories 110

 5.1 Peirce’s theory of categories 115

 5.2 Kant the nominalist 126

6. Modern nominalism IV: �e instrumentalist era 128

7. Nominalism and the method of science 140



vi Realism and Individualism

chapter 3

Pragmatic realism 157

1. What is the realism v. nominalism dilemma about? 160

2. Anti-nominalist correction and extreme scholastic realism 169

 2.1 Opium, diamonds, and the goal of inquiry 170

 2.2 Extreme scholastic realism: Individualism revisited 178

3. Convergentism – a fruitful direction or a dead-end? 188

4. Scienti�c realism 193

5. Pragmatic realism I: Factual pre-conditions of inquiry 209

6. Pragmatic realism II: Normative presuppositions of inquiry 213

 6.1 Pragmatist account of truth 216

 6.2 Best belief and ideal-limit opinion – are they rivals? 222

7.  Pragmatic realism III: Commonsensist argument  

for indubitable truths 231

 7.1 Pragmatic realism about the manifest image of the world 237

8. Pragmatic realism IV: Realist ethics of science 241

chapter 4

Community and individual: Pragmatic realism

from a socioindividualist-atomist perspective 251

1. Blumenberg on theological absolutism and modern self-assertion 257

2. Towards a Peircean anthropology: From self-assertion to self-control 267

 2.1 Anthropology of self-control 279

3. Individualist atomism and communal organicism 283

4. Monadological organicism and Peirce’s communitarian organicism 291

5. Self-control and autonomy of the self 301

A�erword 321

1. Peirce’s realisms 321

2. What we need consensus for 325

References 335

Index of names 343

Index of terms 347


	Table of contents
	Table of contents

