




3

Design Research Now
Essays and Selected Projects

         

         

         





5

         

         

Board of 
International 
Research in 
Design, BIRD

Klaus Thomas Edelmann
Michael Erlhoff
Simon Grand
Wolfgang Jonas
Ralf Michel
Beat Schneider





         

         

         

Ralf Michel

(ed.)

   

Essays and Selected Projects

Design
Research
Now

     

  Birkhäuser
  Basel · Boston · Berlin  



  Editor, concept and editorial: Ralf Michel, Zurich
  Concept and editorial: Janine Schiller, Zurich
  Graphic Design: Formal, Christian Riis Ruggaber & Dorian Minnig, Zurich
  Translation from German into English (“Design as Practice, Science and Research”, 

“The Uneasy Relationship between Design and Design Research”, “Introduction” and 
“Foreword”, and the biographies of R. Michel and B. Schneider): Robin Benson, Berlin

  Printer: Kösel GmbH & Co. KG, Altusried-Krugzell
  Paper: MunkenPrint white, paper volume 1.5, 100g/m2; LuxoArt silk, 115g/m2 
  Typeface: Akkurat Light, Arnhem Blond

  Library of Congress Control Number:  2007931249

  Bibliographic information published by the German National Library 
  The German National Library lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliogra-

fie; detailed bibliographic data are available on the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de.

  This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved, whether the whole or part of 
the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, re-use of 
illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in other ways, 
and storage in data bases. For any kind of use, permission of the copyright owner 
must be obtained.

  © 2007 Birkhäuser Verlag AG
  Basel · Boston · Berlin
  P.O. Box 133, CH-4010 Basel, Switzerland
  Part of Springer Science+Business Media

  Printed on acid-free paper produced from chlorine-free pulp. TCF ∞

  Printed in Germany

  ISBN: 978-3-7643-8471-5

  9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
  www.birkhauser.ch 
       
 

  
         

       

Colophon

8



9

     

  Preface   BIRD       p. 13
  Introduction  Ralf Michel       p. 15

     

  Essays I   The Uneasy Relationship between Design and Design Research  p. 25  
     Gui Bonsiepe

     From a Design Science to a Design Discipline: Understanding Designerly   p. 41
     Ways of Knowing and Thinking
     Nigel Cross

     Strategies of Design Research: Productive Science and Rhetorical Inquiry  p. 55
     Richard Buchanan

     Design Research, an Oxymoron ?                     p. 67                                                                                 
     Klaus Krippendorff

     Doing Design as a Part of Doing Research     p. 81
     Pieter Jan Stappers

     

  Research  Shape of Things to Come      p. 99
     Paul Chamberlain, Peter Gardner, Rebecca Lawton

     For Inspiration Only      p. 119
     Ianus Keller

     Research through Design: a Camera Case Study    p. 135
     Joep Frens

     Emerging User Demands for Sustainable Solutions, EMUDE  p. 157
     Ezio Manzini, Anna Meroni

     

  Essays II  Design Research and its Meaning to the Methodological Development   p. 187
     of the Discipline      
     Wolfgang Jonas

     Design as Practice, Science and Research    p. 207
     Beat Schneider

     Design Semiotics – Institutional Experiences and an Initiative for   p. 219
     a Semiotic Theory of Form       
     Susann Vihma

     Design Research for Sustainable Social Innovation     p. 233
     Ezio Manzini

     

  Biographies  Authors       p. 251

  
         





11

       

  Preface   BIRD Board of International Research in Design    p. 13
  Introduction  Ralf Michel       p. 15
  Acknowlegements  Ralf Michel       p. 19





13

   If international design research is to continue to develop, we need 
to have fundamental discussions, not only on what we understand design research to be, but 
also on the most important questions and issues, on exemplary design projects, and on the 
most promising subject areas now and in the future. Rather than asserting unilaterally that a 
particular conception of research is the only valid one, or that a single type of approach is 
exemplary, however, our aim should be to present a diversity of viewpoints and research pro-
jects to a wider audience of design researchers, introducing specific research areas and giving 
reference points for more extensive debate on the focus, issues, objectives, approaches and 
methods of design research. 

The significance of Design Research Now by Ralf Michel in this context it is that it col-
lects together a number of positions that have come to prominence over the past few years and 
are now repeatedly cited in discussions of design research. At the same time, it has the cour-
age to present exemplary projects that are particularly exciting for contemporary discussion 
of design research. The selection here resulted from an evaluation procedure in which Ralf 
Michel compiled key positions on design research according to his own assessment of the 
research community. This compilation, then, is definitely not representative of BIRD’s individ-
ual preferences but rather an attempt to show the state of design research today. 

BIRD’s various publication projects help to make the central positions in design research 
available to others by presenting interesting projects appropriately, publishing key reference 
books and anthologies in the original language and/or in translation, and compiling a set of 
reference points and materials that are vital for international design research. The aim is to 
illustrate the enormous heterogeneity of these key positions, to convey en idea of the vigor-
ous and controversial research debate, and to encourage and stimulate further discussion. 
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